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DISCOURSE 
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The Poſſability, and Fear of its being 
Paſt, before Death. | 


SHEWING - 


Apprehenſions of Some, as to their being 
finally Forſaken, and left of God, With 


Others to ſuch a ſad State. 
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From Pſalm LXXXE II, 12. 
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at the Chirurgions- Arms in Alderſeate- 
Street. 1694. 


The groundleſs Doubts, and miſtaken | 


the Dangerous Symptoms and Approaches of 


| Loudon, printed for Abꝛaham Chandler, | 


To THE 4 
RE AD ER. 


He following Sermons were preacht at 
the Earneſt Deſire of an unknown 
Perſon ſent me in a Letter, expreſſing 
a more than ordinary Concern and Fear, left 
the day of Grace ſbould be pat, and the 
Holy Spirit finally departed, ſo as to Return 
and Strive no more. Many Upright 
Chriſtians after aggravated Backſtdings, 
or under Great Temptations, or in deep Me- 
lancholy are apt to conclude thus hardly 
themſelves. Such as theſe I haue endeavour 
to Convince, that this is not the Hate of 
their Caſe, or ever like to be. 1” 
J have alſo. ſbomn, who have reaſon to 
Apprebend tbemſelves in Danger of this Judg- 
ment in the Text. For tis poſſible, and 
more than poſſible, that after long Reſi H auce 
and Obſtinacy, God may Judicially let Men 
Alone, and give em over. Though their 
Lives be prolonged, they may be ſealed up 
to Wrath, and reſerved to Judgment. Four 
Generations filled the Meaſure of the 
Amorites Sin, though five paſt 1 they 
were defiroyed. And though Pharoah's 


- tame 


To the Reader. 
time expir d, "tis #bought, at the Sixth 
Pla God upbel and harder d him, 
tial by ſuffering lum to hunden him 
F) till the was paſt. The ſins of 
Jeruſalem and the Jewiſh Nation were 
full at the Murder of the Meſſiah, but they 
were not deſtroyed till forty years after. 

I muſt Confeſs that we cannot tell poſi- 
tively when this is true concerning any par- 
teal Perſon 3 Nur is any man bound to be- 
lere it concerning Himſelf; but is alway 
2 or to believe, that if be do truly Repent, 
be ſhall find Mercy. For though God may 
preſeribe Limits ts his own Grace, we ought 
not to botind it: Sal any man fay, Divine 
Patience hath waited on me, (or on ſuch a 
one o long,) it can wait no longer. Such 
Deſpair F Grace, while in the uſe of God's 
Ippainted Means , is very Infolent Pre- 


ſumption. My are obliged, (as @ Thing 
bibs er to him) to Hope in his 
erc) 815 
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To the Reader. | 
him, Ile fly to him, Ile call upon 
him, as long as 1 liye, Cc. A Bleſſing 
from the Author and Purchaſer of all Grace 
may be undoubtedly expected by ſuch 4-one- 
| Prov 8. 34. Bleſſed is the man that hear 
eth me, watching daily at my Gates, | 
* waiting at the Poſts of my Doors. For 4 
* wholo. fiadeth me, finderh+ Lite, 

©If you hear him, and walt; (ſaith 
Dr. 0.) though you have not yet Ad- 
© miſſion , but are kept at the Gates and 
© Poſts of the Doors, yet in the lſſue you 
© ſhall be Bleſſed. The rule in thisCaſe is, 
© Hoſ. 6. 3. Then ſhall we know, if we 
oll on to know. Ate you in the 
* way of knowing Chriſt in the uſe of ON 
© means, hearing the Word, and Sin- 1 
© cere Endeavors in Holy Duties; 
though you cannot yet attain untd any 
Evidence, that you have received him, 
* have cloſed with him, (nay tho you 
* queſtion whether ever he will Receive 
© you,) Nothing can Ruine you but 
© giving over © way wherein you are; 
© for then ſhall you know, if you fol- 
low on to know the Lord. 


— — — 


Dr. O. Meditations and Diſcourſes of the Glory of 
Chrift, apphed to Unconverted Sinners, 8* p. 18. 


| Theſe 


5 To the Reader. 

' Theſe Diſcourſes are printed almoſt ver- 
batim as preacht ; which J hope will rather 
promote, than leſſen their Uſefulneſs unto 
Such, who are moſt like to read em, and to 
whoſe Caſe they are moſt ſuited. The Day 
of Reckoning is near; Death and 
Judgment are at hand: May 1 then find 
mercy of the Lord ! Give an Account of my 
Stewardſhip with Com ort And be found 
in Chriſt to the Glory of God. Beg it for me 3 
as I do and ſhall thy profiting by this, and 
all the many other Helps to further thy 


Salvation. | 
J S. 


| 


Four SERMONS 
Pſalm LXXXI. 11, 12. 


The Firſt Sermon. 


„ 


Pſal. LXXXI. 11, 12, 


But iy People would not begrken fo 
any Voice, and Iſrael would none of 
me, ſo I gave them up to their owe 
Hearts Iuſfts : and they walked in 

. their own Counſels. 


HE Jess have a Tradition, 
that at ſtated times of the 
year God doth lament and 


complaine over their ruin- - 
ed Temple at Jeruſalem ; 
that Temple that was once the Seat of 


his Glory >, and. the Place of his 


ſpecial 


+7. carnal Jews} 


» _ The FirfSermon' - 
ial Reſidence for ſo long « time: 


heir own Value, and affection for it, 


made them fondly imagine, t 

himſelf could not behold ics Aſhes and 
Diffolution without Reſentment $ Nor 
conſidering that the Wickedneſs of 
the Peo _ called by his Name, and 
entruſted with the Priviledges of his 


Houſe, had provoked his moſt righte- - 


dus ſeverity to lay it waſte. This was 


a weak and Lo oundleſs Fancy of the 
e have other — 


uines ; a far 
more dil 1 to hal the offers 


of his Grace refuſed, and ſlighted; to. 


have the Invitations of the Goſpel 
and the glad Tidings of Peace reje 
< by thoſe who can be ſaved noother 
Way; and who muſt periſh if they 
let 2 great Salvation : To * 
Multicades fach continue under the 
Power of ſim, willfully chooſing the 
way of Deſtruction, and ing 


their own Hearts againſt all che graci- 
ous 
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The Fieſt Sermon. 2 
ous Methads oftheir Recovery; This in 


Righteous Judgment, is by far the more 
aſtoniſhing, and deplorable Object. 

For we never read of God's com- 
plaining of any Thing ſo much as of 
this. And how often, and in what paſſi- 
onate . doth he complain 
of the ſtinacy, Unteachableneſs, 
and Wilfulneſs of the Jews, his anci- 
ent People; Ob that they were wiſe ! O that 
they would conſider ! ' bow. long will you nat 
bepurged? when ſhall it once be? why il 
ye dye 2 &c. And the Prophet Iſaiab 
introduceth Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 


bath believed our Report: and to | - 

whom is the Arm of the Lord re- Ia. 53. . +. 

zealed > This was that which 1 

our compaſſionate Redeemer reſented 

even unto Tears, concern ing Jeruſalem 

inthe Dayes of his Fleſh, when he be- 

weld the City and wept over it, ſay- 

ing, O that thou had(t known, even thou, 

in this thy day,the Things that belong to thy 

Peace,&c.And in the verſe 

following the Text, © Luk 19. 41. 

that my People bad bearkened ; i 

to my Voices. and in my Ways: This ] 

is the Subject N * of che com | - 4 
2 O A 


* 


4 The Firff Sermon. 
of theſe Words, which is attended 
with a Threatning, of one of the heavi- 
eſt Judgments that can be inflicted : 
My People would not hearken to my Voice 
and Iſrac would none of me 3 So 1 gave 
them up, 8c. 28 
Here is, Firſt, A moſt Reproaching 
Complaint. Secondly, A moſt Terrible 
Threatning. The Complaint is in the 
11th verſe, My People would not bearken 
to 2 Voice, &c. 
he moſt ſignificant Words are uſed 
to awaken Shame, and Indignation 
in the guilty Perſons againſt them- 
ſelves, for refuſing to hearken to the 
Voice of God. 


Fir, Their Fault is aggravated from 
their near Relation to God, My People, 
Iſrael, the beloved Nation, my pecu- 
liar People, favoured: above the Reſt 
of the World with many ſpecial 
advantages, Tbey did not hearken to 


me. 
Secondly, From their W ilfulneſs, They 
would not bearken to me. They would none 
me. For though the firſt Expreffion 

in the Hebrew, be only thus, My Peo- 
ple did not hearket ro me, yet the lat- 
ter Words, They would none of me, _ 
| Y. 


2 
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The Firſt Sermon. 7 
their own Wil. 
fulneſs, and does ſufficiently Juſtify our 
Tranſlation of it. g 

It is aggravated, Thirdly, From what 

their not hearkening to Gods Voice 
did imply, and carry in it, That they 
would none of God; they refuſed to have 
God for their God, They cared not 
for any Relation to him, or Acquain- 
tance with him, or Inſtruction from 
him, or Happineſs by him; They would 
none of me. 1847 


Secondly, unto this Gomplaint in the 
I1th verſe is Subjoyned a terrible Threats, 
ning, ver. 12th, So 1 gave them up to their 
Hearts Luſts, to walk in their own Councels. 

In the Hebrew both Expreſſions are 
in the Futare, that for their former Pro- 
vocations God would do ſo, and the 
latter is the Conſequence of the for- 
mer. The walking in their own Coun- 
cels, is the Fruit of their being given 
up to their own Hearts Lults. 


There are two Things may be col- 
lected as the Sum of both Verſes, to be 
diſcourſed of from them. 

Fir, That it is Matter of Juſt Com- 
plaint and * a People, 

3 or 


6 The Firit Sermon. 
or Perfon, will not hearken to the 
Voice of Gd. 

Secondly,T hat for ſuch wilful Perſons 
to be given up to their own Hearts 
Luſts, fo as to be left of God, to walk 
in their own Councels, is one of the 
moſt fearful Judgments that can be 
threatned, or inflicted in this World. 


Something I would ſpeak to the 
former though in order to the latter, 
which is principally deſigned. And 
what Subject more ſeaſonable, or more 
likely to be uſeful, unto thoſe who have 
the Voice of God repeated to them 
Week after Week, with ſuch Frequen- 

„and Variety, as you have it in this 

ity, 


Firſt, That it is Matter of Juſt Co 5 
and Reproach, for any People, or Perſon 
not to hearken to the Voice of God. And 
here it will be . — roſhew, 1. What 
it is, not to hearken to the Voice of 
God. 2. How this appears to be ſuch 
Juſt Matter of Complaint from God, 
_ Reproach unto us, who are guilty 
8 

Erſt, What it is not to hear ken to the 
Voice of God. By the Voice of — 
exe, 


The Firſt Sermon. 5 
here, we are to Underſtand, that of 
= Word A — F, 7 
er. 7. 23, 28. Verſes. com- 
manded 1them, ſaying, Obey my Voice, aud 
Ini be yoar God. Bat they beartned not, 
nor inclined their Eur, but walked in the 
Countels and Imaginations of their own evil 
Hearts; therefore ſhalt thou ſay unto them | 
this is a Nation that Obeyeth not the Voice of 
the Lord their God. His inſtructing 
and informing Voice, is here meant, 
That which diſcovers the Nature of 
God, and our Duty, the wretched 
ſtate of our Caſe by the firſt Apoſtacy, 
and the Method of our Recovery to 
the Image and Life of God, and - 
munion with him. It is alſo his com- 
manding Voice, unto the Authority 
whereof, we all owe utmoſt di- 
ence and ſubjection. It is that Voice of 
God which warns us of our Danger; 
invites us to Terms of Peace and Re- 
conciliation ; directs us what we 
ought to do, that we may be ſaved, 
&c. And have we not all the Obliga- 
tion in the World, to hearken to this 
Voice? carefully to attend to it ? to 
conſider its Authority > to make a 
Judgment about irs Neceſſity, and Im- 
portance, about on Reaſonableneſs = 
54 ade 


8 The Firff Sermon, 
advantages of our Obedience? &c. 

Now there be many that Openly; 
and eſly refuſe. to hearken to this 
Voice. But the Number is greater of 


ſuch, who do it Vertually, and in Effet: 


either by their groundleſs Cavils and 
ObjeQions, againſt the Word of God ; 
or by their frivolous Excuſes, and tool- 
iſh lays of complying with it; or by 

beying the contrary Dictates of the 
Fleſh and the World, and hearken 
ing to the Voice of Satan; by all which 
they manifeſt their Unwillingneſs to 
hearken to the Voice of God. 


But, Secondly, How does this appear 
to be ſuch a Matter of Juſt Complaint 
and Reproach ? To this, Purpote we 
may. conſider, 1. Whoſe Voice it is you 

. refuſe to hearken to: 
Heb. 1. 2. the Voice of God by his 
Son, Whom he hath a 
pointed Heir of all Things, and by 
whom he made the World, the Bright- 
neſs of his Fathers Glory, 
Heb. 2. 2. the Expeſs Image of his 
Perſon. If Diſobedience 
to the Word ſpoken by Angels, re- 
cciveda Juſt Recompence of Reward, 


How ſhall we eſcape if we neglect, net, 
an 


N ange 921 


and will not | bearken to that Word of Sal- 
vation which began to be ſpoken by our Lord 
himſelf. See therefore (ſayes the Apoſile) 
_ you 74 6 — = as 222 
fpeatetb; for if t caped not Heb. 12. 
— reſuſed him the ſpake on 25. ver. 
Earth, Much more ſhall not we 

Eſcape if we turn away from him that ſpcak- 
eth from Heaven. I might amplify this 
by Conſidering the Authority, the Ve- 
racity..the Wiſdom, the Kindneſs and 
Condeſcention, of him that ſpeaketh 
and to whom we are called, and 
Obliged to hearken. 

I might aggravate it, by Conſidering 
how all our Senſes, and our Reaſon, 
our Power of Hearing, and Under- 
ſtanding arg all from Aim: And how 
often he - hath heard our Face when we 
have cryed to him in our Diſtreſs. 
And how ready he is to hear us in eve- 
ry time of need, when none elſe can 
help or ſave us: And how ſeverely 


he can puniſh our Refuſal : For in his 5 


hand is our Life and Breath, and all 
our Ways. It is he who hath Power to 
ſave or to Deſtroy. and ſhall we refuſe 
to hearken to his Voice? Yea further, he 
deſignes our Good, and intends our 
Happineſs, by what he ſpeaks, * can 

ave 
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have no Acceſſion to his owh by our 
Felicity, but might glorify himſelf in 
our Ruine, if we decline the Invitati- 
ons of his Mercy, and refuſe to heark- 
en to his Voice. 6 | 
Secondly, Conſider, not only wh 
it is that ſpeaks, but what kind of Vice 
it is, How gentle, how obliging, how 
benificent;, and condeſcending. He 


doth not now ſpeak to us with Ma- 


Jeon Terrqur, in Thunder and 
ightning, with ſuch an amazing 
Voice as upon Mount Sinai, to the 
People of the Jews : When he 
made the Mountaine ſhake, and the Peo- 
ple Tremble, and even Moſe 

Heb. 12. 26. es bimſelf exceedingly to do 
fo. But imploys Meſſen- 

ers like our ſelves, to ſpeak in his 
ame. He conſiders our weakneſs 
and the Neceſſity of our Caſe and 
men to accompany the ordinary 
Preaching of the 1 with the 
Power of his Spirit. That the great 
and neceſſary truths publiſhed, ex- 
lained, and preſſed, by a ſerious 
ny ſhall be the Power of God 
unto alvation. He requires thoſe 
that are intruſted with this work, 
to inſtruct, to exhort, to warn and 
| re- 


reprove, to beſeech and intreat you 
in the Name of Chriſt, with Earueſt- 
neſs and 8 that you would 
not receive the Grace of God in vain 
that you would be reconciled to 
God, praying you in Chrifts ſtead 
that you would be fo, leaſt the Things 
that concern your Peace ſhould be 
for Ever hid from your Eyes. 

Thirdly, Conſider, Who They are, that 
are ſaid to refuſe to bearten to the Voice of 
God. My People Iſrael. My Firſt born, 
more nearly related to me, more pe- 
culiarly favoured and 8 4 > 
me. than the reſt of the World. We 
Chriſtians ſucceed in their Privil x 
not only as Domeſtick Servants, 
as Children, viſibly related to God, as 
our Father. by the Covenant of Bap- 
tiſm, And ſhall not Chi - | 
dren receive the lnſtruction Deut. 21. 
of a Parent? a ſtubborn Son 18, 
that refuſed to hearken to 
the Voice of his natural Parent, was 
under the Law, to be Honed to Death : 
and all the Men in the City, were to 
have a Hand in bringing ſuch a Mon- 
ſter to that deſerved Puniſhment. 

Fourthly, T hat the Complaint and 
Reproach is Juſt, will appear by con- 
ring 
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ering, what is Connected with it, in the 
ords that immediately follow, 1ſracl 
would none of me, that is, if they will 
not hearken to my Voice; they declare 
they will bave noue of me. God offers 
himſelf to enter into a Covenant, and 
to be your God; only obey my Voice 
and I will be ſo. But they inquire 
not after him. There is none that 
ſaith, where is God my Maker ? They 
will none of me, ie they will not have 
me to be their Lord and Ruler, they 
will not have me to be their Portion 
and Chief Good. It is 1 they will 
not, becauſe they refuſe my IJeach- 
ings, and Guidance ; they will not heark- 
en to my Voice. 


Now this being duely attended to, 
will ſufficiently Jultity the Divine Se- 
verity, v. 12. towards ſuch who will 
not hearken to the Voice of God. For 
thereby they do in Effet bid him de- 
part from them, they tell him, we de- 
fire not the Knowledge of thy Ways. And 
if hereafter he ſhould bid them depart 
from him into Everlaſiing Fire, with 
the Workers of Iniquity , the Sentence 
would not be more dreadful than Rzghte- 

aus. If he fay, Depart from me, you 
| un- 
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unthankful deſpiſers of my Grace ; 
I would have inſtructed, and ſanctify- 
ed, and ſaved you, but you would not; 
I called, but you refuſed, and turned 
the deaf Ear; I exhorted, and beſeeched, 
and intreated you to have Pity on 
your ſelves in Time, but you would 
not hearken to my Voice. I faithfully 
warned you of your danger, but you 
made light of it. I offered to be your 
God, and to make you happy and 
blefſed for Ever, if you would but 
accept my offer ; but you would none of 
me. Therefore if he ſhould ſpeak to 
them hereafter in his Wrath, and 
vex them in his ſore Diſpleafure : if 
he then be Deaf to their Crys, who 
now refuſe to hearken to his Voice, 
their Sentence will be Juſt, 

And no leſs would it be if God ſhould 
inflict the heavy Doom mentioned in 
this Text: which is the Beginning of 
Hell, where ic continues withour Re- 
medy, and timely Relief is not ad- 
mitted, Such as will not hearken to 
the Voice of God; the Language of 
whoſe Heart is thereby maniteſt, that 
they will none of him, Such as theſe, 
God may Juſtly give ap to their own 
Hearts Luſts ; and leave them to walkin 


their 
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their own deſtruftine Councels.” And this 
A me to conſider the Second Propo- 
ton. 


That for wilful Sinners to be given 1 
to their own __ Luſts, and to be fe o 
God to walk in their own Councels, is one 
Fn moſt tremendous Judgments that can 

threatned, or inflicted in this World. 


Firſt, What is it for God to give up 
any to their awn Hearts Luſts. 
Secondly, W hat is his uſual Method 
of inflicting ſuch a judgment. 
irdly, W herein does the Terrour 
and Dread of ſuch a Judgment ap- 
pear ? or what Conſiderations will 
manifeſt rhisto be ſuch a diſmal Judg- 
ment? What Iſhall ſpeak under theſe 
Three Heads will make way for the 
practical Application. 


I muſt grant that there is an un- 
ſearchable Depth in the divine Judg- 
ments; eſpecially in his Methods of 
Severity towards the Souls of Men: 
And therefore whea we have: gone as 
far as Scripture and Experience will 
direct and lead A. muſt yer cry 


out, O the bottomleſs Depths of the Dizin 
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Ceuncels: bow unſearcheble are bis Jadg- 
ments, aud bis ways paſt finding he 
out ? However, we mult hold 22: Deu. 
to this, that a his Works are 325 
perfect: and that be is a God of * 
Truth, and without Iniguity; bis Ways are 
Judgment, and Juſt and Right is 

be. And it is remarkable Deut. 29. 
that this is ſpoken after a 3, 4. 
terrible Expreſſion à little 

before concerning the Jews, that after 
having ſeen the Signs and Wonders 
and Miracles that God wronght among 
them, yet hath he not given you a Heart 
to perceive, and Eyes to ſee, and Ears to 
bear, unto this Day. 

But whatever Obſcurity there may 
be in the Manner, yet ſuch a Thing 
as Gods leaving Men to 
themſelves muſt be acknow- Ja. 10. 
ledged ; yea, his pouring 2g. Mar. 
out a ſpirit of ſlumber and 4. 12. 
deep ſleep upon Men, clo- x 
ſing their Eyes in righteous Judgment, 
after they have wilfully ſhuc them. 

Never was any Pcople ſo puniſhed 
in this Manner, as the Nation of the 
Jews. Aſter having long reſiſted the 
Spirit, neither Word, nor Rod could 
zwaken them, bat che Things of chejr 

cace, 
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Peace, were hid from their Eyes. But 
we muſt nor conceive of this, as an Act 
merely of Will and Pleaſure in God; 
without Reſpect to their former ſin. 
But conſider it as an act of Righteous 
Fudgment, upon great Prowcation. This 
Doom never goes before the Fault; 
when they will not be purged, they 
are left to be filthy ſtill, After long 
ſtriving and Refiſtance God lets 'em 
Alone. We muſt view ic as ſome- 
ew, Judicial toward thoſe who had 
highly deſerved it, by former Refu- 
ſals of his Grace, and diſobey ing his 
Voice: And therefore when God is 
ſaid in the 4th of Exodus to harden Pha- 
raob, let us conſider who he was, and 
what he had done: Was he not guilty 
of the moſt prophane contempt of 
God, Who is t Led that I ſhould obey 
his Voice? I know not the Lord, neither 
will I let Iſrael go, Exod. 5. 2. And was he 
not guilty of the moſt barbarous In- 
Juſtice, and Cruelty againſt the Peo- 
ple of God ? Had he not for many 

ears oppreſt, and inſlaved them? 

ere not He and his Subjects reſolved 
to deſtroy thoſe whom God reſolved 
to preſerve ? &c. He is three times 
ſaid to have hardned his own heart. 


* 


Exod, S. 15, 32. Andchap, g. 34: Tho 
he had ſufficient means of Conviction, 
by Aarons Rod ſwallowing up thoſe o 
the. Magicians, 7 Exod. I 2. And by the 
Magicians being non pluſt in their Art; 
concerning the judgment of Lice, Exod. 
8. 18. And they themſelves were 
ſmitten with Boils, Chap 9. 11, 12. 
Dos now „* then Zhen had ſome 

clentings, chap 9. 27, 10 chap. 16. 17. 

So the Jews in 3 
concerning whom the like Ex preſſions 
are uſed, Abbe 12. 40. They were ſuch 
as hated the Light, as would not ac- . 
cept of Chriſt, or his Forerunner che 
Baptiſt, but, ſaid of both, that they were 
poſſeſſed of a Devil. In thisCaſe we may 
uſetheApoſtlesExprefſion, sGod $ 
unrighteous, who taketh Vengeance? Rom. 
God forbid, Here indeed is very 3. 5. 
diſmal Severity, but there is 
no ſhadow of unrightcouſneſs, 

This being premiſed, we may con- 
ſider, Firſt, Wha theſe Luſſs of Mens 
Hearts are ? Secondly, W hat it is to be 
given up Judicially to them. 

The Lale of our Hearts unto which 
ſome are given u by God, may Com- 
prehend the falle maginations, and 
undue Conceptions of Things that are 

| C framcd 


— 


ICT 
framed in the Soul, ce ing God, 
and our ſelves, Siu and "Ha pi- 
gular. Defires, and Inclinations ; with 
all- che wicked Projects, and Contriy- 
ances of the Soul, concerning the gra- 


tifying and fulfilling the ' Luſts of the 


Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life.” 

Now for God to give up any Men 
to theſe Luſts, fo as not to hinder 
them from walking in their own 
Councels, is not to be ſup 
if he gave his Confont 
they ſhould obey theſe Luſts: Not 
he gave them leave to fin, or — 
7 what they did, in ſerving divers 

ſts, but that which is chiefly com- 
prehended init is, 

Firſt, That ſach Perſons are caſt out 
of Gods ſpecial Protection and Care, 
and fo arc expoſed to wander and go 
| aſtray: To walk as a Lamb in 

Hoſ. 4. alarge Place, and fo are more 
16. eaſily aſſaulted, and Over- 

come by the Devil, who 
ſeeketh whom he may deſtroy. 

Secondly, That they are left of God 
under the Dominion, and Power, and 
Tyranny of their own Luſts; He that 


is 


ſed as 
ent, that 
that 
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is filthy let him he filthy Pill, Rom. 22. 
11. He that beareth let him hear; end be 
that. forbeareth let him forbear, for 
they are a Rebelhous Hou Houſe.” by Exel. 
that the Reſtraints and/ Checks 3. 37. 
Dae were formerly under, 
by the Motions of his Spi iric or by 
External Providence, — vp 
longer hinder chem in the Ro Mar. 
ſecution of theit Luſts. They 4. 11. 
ſhall not be ſmitten any more, nor Job. 
7 way hedged up with 12. 
horns. The Spirit of God 34. 
Dat not ſtrive ive wich them any Exe. 


z at. leaſt not to ſuch a 24,13. 
82 as formerly. 16, 4. 
further, we read of Mens Hoſ.4- 


iven up, after fins a- 14. 
— Lice, unto a Reprobate 
unteachable Mind, to wile affecti - Rom. 
ons," is unnatural Luſts. Yea, de- 1. 28, 
livered up to frong Deluſtons 29, 


Satan, that they believe 30 
on NO chat they may _—_ —ç — 
801 Jules and enen #2Thef 
0 a uſneſs *2 
22 ; for the Perſons thus 1. 11. 
given 1 are deſcrib d to be 
uch as would not receive the Truth in 


n be i ſuch a judgment as 
0 2 | this, 


20 The i ts mon. 
this, beſides the Expreſs Teſtimonies 
of Scripture, is manifeſt by fad Experi 
ence. For what tolerable” account can 
be otherwiſe gives the Generality 
of profeſſing Chriſtians, with whom 
the ſence of Duty, the Honour of 
Chriſt, the Intereſt of his Kingdom, 
have ſo little Influence, to a confct- 
entious governing! their Hearts and 
Lives? Yea how elſe is it? That not- 
withſtanding Mercies aud judgments, 
notwithſtanding providential and 
and gracious Calls, notwithſtandi 
many Convictions and Reſolutions, 
and good Beginnings, notwirhſtand- 
ing many ſevere Rebukes for pa 
Backſlidings, and ſome Experience 
how evil and bitter a Thing it is, 
and hath been, to {forſake God? 
that yet in Deſpite of God, and Con- 
ſcience, and all theſe Obſtacles in their 
way, many have forſaken the Way 
of Righteouſneſs, and wallowed 
againe in the Pollutions of the World, 
after they had eſcaped it. And whate- 
ver Hazard they run by it, whatever 
- Difficulties they meet in their way 
whatever Methods have been uſed 
to recover and ſave them, yet on they 
will go: and from a ſeeming 1 ae 
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God and Godlineſs, and conſtant day» 
ly Exercife of the principal. Duties of 

eligion in their Families, and Cloſets, 
they come at laſt to live without any 
of theſe ; in the total Neglect of ſuch 
Duties, and in allowed Practiſes of 
Drun keneſs, Uncleaneſs, and Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, With the Contempt of the 
Means of their Converſion, and a ſe- 
cret Enmity againſt the true Intereſt of 
Chriſt in the World, and againſt the 
ſerious Proſeſſion and Power of God- 
Iineſs. 

My Friends, The Caſe of ſuch Apo- 
ſtates, and the more common Degene- 
racy of many Others, after I and 
hopeful Beginnings, who have ſinned 
themſelves into a quiet peaceful Con- 
ſcĩience, or rather into ſtupidity and 
Hardneſs of Heart, notwithſtanding 
the Day ly Commiſſion of great Abo- 
minations ; the deplorable Caſe, I ſay, 
of ſuch Perſons,. and the Frequency 
of ſuch Caſes, makes it manifeſt that 
there is ſuch a Thing as mens being 
left of God, and given up to their 
own Hearts Luſts. 

But remember, 1. call it a deplorable 
Caſe, not an irrecoverable one. For 1 do 
not think, as to all ſuch Perſons, that 
; C 3 their 


Thin 
their Eyes, that it is imp 
them to be renewed — + 5 
There are Degrees '© * oC 
Menz there is a total and ther 
” Obdaracy and Hardneſs of 
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15 
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7 3 8 
this afterwards. 
1 12 0 4. 
. * 


We ſhould 7 - 

by what Method God does 

part proceed, to mflit and 

uch a Ju nt as His. But 
Thirdly, For the preſent let us briefly 


conſider the Severity and Terrour of this 
1 According to the Degrees 
of this Puniſhment infliged on my, 
ſois the Wiretchedneſs of their Ci 

in Proportion to be eſtimated. For a 
Man to be totally leſt to the Hard- 
neſs and Obduracy of his own Heart, 
there is no Judgm:nt in this Wor 
ſo ſevere: and therefore ſayes * Dr. 
— * _ 2 rote 
thoſe that are nate 
wicked, and do out of chaice harden them- 
ſelves in their ſins. 

You may Conſider the Dread and 
Hortour of ſuch a Judgment by tead- 
Owens Dominion of Sin, Page 73. 

| ng 


ing Prov. I, 23. Heb. IO. 26, c. 
Very much may be gathered from 


| Luke 19. 4m, 4% Where we _ 

| a moſt unten Repreſentation 
ſuch a difmal Oaſe. in our Lords affecti- 
onate Bewailitig of rhe Miſery 


He hebel the City, and mingled his 
Lamentations over it with his Tears. 
Saying; O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, if theu 
Do be Thing pore Fa, . 43 

3 boe S WialC ang unto th 
S 

4. £ new : Or C TAR 
Coudition of ſuch Perſons muſt, needs 
be, and what was due to fo great a 
Calamity, or he would not have la- 
mented it with Tears. He knew the 
aggravation of their Guile and the 
Ceverity of the Divine Juſtice, and the 
Value _ —_—_ | Fa 4 
of Miſery, into which ſuc 
| iley-finners arc lining; he perfetly 
| Loew theſe bes or he would not 
| —— beſtowed Tears upon this Oc- 


n. 
And which yet is moſt * Dreadful to 


* See Mr, How's Redeemers Tears. Pag. 
I49, : 


C 4 conſider 
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conſider, when Perſons are become 
| jocurably Obſtinate, and Impenitent 
unto Perdition, the Redeemers Tears 
may Expreſs his Compaſſion, but will 
not abate their Mifery, or aſſwage 
their Torment. They that have re- 
jected and diſpiſed his Mercy, and 
trampled upon his Blood, ſhall 5 — 
have his Tears of Compaſſion. The 
former would have ſaved them, but 
the latter only bewails their. Folly 
and their Miſery, what they have loft 
becauſe they would not be ſaved.” The 
8 and he Pp ers 
45.6. go with their. . 
and with their 2 ſeek the Lord 3 But 
they ſhall not find him: He hath withdrawn 
himſelf from them. So John 8. 21. Then 
ſaid Jeſus again unte them, 1 go my way, 
and ye ſhall ſeek me, and ſhall il in your ſins: 
Whither I go ye cannot com. 
It is impoſſible for me to deſcribe 
the Horrour of their Caſe, with 
whom Matters are come to this Iſſue: 
That God reſolves: to let them alone, to 
give them up into the Hands of their 
own — to leave them to their 
own Hearts Luſts, to the Dominion 
and Tyranny of their vile ons 
a 
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and Inclinations, that they ſhal be holden 
in the Cords of their own Iniguity, and 
without ſurther Jnſtruction, or 
Reſtraint, in the md of their Prov. 
Folly, be left of God to go aſtray. 5.22, 
Wen becauſe they would not 23. 
be purged, they ſhall not be 
purged, till the Divine Fury be made 
to reſt upon them. God will let them 
Alone, and ſay, if they will go on to 
treaſure | up Wrath againſt a Day of 
Wrath, ene let them do it; If — will 
harden their Hearts, if they will dye, 
if they are ſo intent upon their on 
Ruin, as that they refuſe my counſel, 
and ſlight my Reproots, and teſiſt my 
Spirit, and hate to be Reform'd; let 
them take their Courſe, let them 
walk in the Ways of their own Heart, 
and in the Sight of their Eyes, let 
them proſecute their own- fäaoliſn 
Choice; I will do nothing to hinder 
it: My Goſpel hall not inſtruct and 
heal them; My Spirit ſhall not co any 
good purpoſe longer ſirive with them; 
that which is the Savour of Life, and 
the Power of God unto ſalvation unto 
Others, ſhall have a deadly Sayour 
unto them. ; | 1 
Na 
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5 The t Sermon, 
ſuch a Caſe. And ſuch a Caſe is poſe- 
ble, but we have no certaine Rule giv- 
en us whereby. to determine our Judg- 
ment concerning any particular, Per- 
ſon, ſo as to enable us to ſay politively, 
This is the ſad e ee or 
ſach « Woman : But becauſe many fear 
it is their on Caſe, and the Perſon, 
' whoby a Letter deſired me to preach - 
on this Subject, is afraid Jeſt Things 
may already be come to this Iflue, 
Iwill not now cloſe without ſome Ap- 


And Paſſing over ſeyeral Uſes that 
may be made of this, I ſhall hence 
take Occaſion to Exhort to three 
Things. | 5 Ac 


Firſt, To take heed not to'paſs'a defi- 
nitive Sentence againſt your ſelves, 
concerning the ſtate of your own'Souls, 
as to this ment. Secondly, However 
to appre rhe Danger of approach- 
ing to it, if you are any ill 
Symptoms of that kind, and beware 
ofthoſe Things that have a Tendency 
to ſo ſad a Doom. Thirdly, Diligently 
to improve the Means you ate yet un- 
der, by the Warnings of the Word, 

0 convicti- 


convitions! of Conſcience, and the 
Motions of the Divine Spirit, that yon 
may Etfectually prevent it. That as 
it is not your Cale for the preſent, it 
1 ee 5 
Firſt, Take heed of paſſing a defini» 
tive Sentence againſt yout ſelves in this 
matter. There is a Time even with the 
Impenitent and Unconverred, when 
God may move their Hearts _— 
ſtrongly unto Converſion; than after- 
wards: Andwhen ſuch a Time is aver 
with thee, thou mayeſt be apt to think 
that God hath utterly Abandon'd; and 
Forſaken thee ; and be ready to con- 
Senſe it ma palt wWKn- man 
before their Deatt, and yet — fate 
not be irrecoverable, This is like e- 
nough to — Caſe 7 any of you 
Preient; but you need not thereupon 
x- but you ſhall be —5 
, if you are now willing to return 
to him. You have no nd to que- 
ſtion whether Chriſt will receive you, 
if you are willing to come to him; of 
whether pardoning:Mercy may be bad 
if you penitently torſake your wicked 
ways, and turn to the Lord with all 
your hearr. 3 
40 Men 
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Men that formerly had fame Moti- 


, 


ans and Helps to Repenrance; which 
ow lefted and mifim proved, and 
inately reliſted; may be fo given up 
to their Obſtinacy, as never to have 
ſuch Motions: more; and ſo on that 
Account the Day of Grace may be 'paſt 
with divers, But ſuch, Perſons are 
hardened in Sin, and hate an Holy 
Life, oppoſe ſerious Godlineſs, and the 
Means of their Recovery, &c. But 


0 q 
7 
3 
s 
, 


the Day of Grace is never fo paſt in this 


Life with any Man, as that he ſhall 


not be accepted and pardoned, if he: 


do truly repent. Therefore for a pe- 
nitent returning Sinner to fear his Day 


of Grace is urterly paſt, or that his Re- 


pentance, if it be true, does now come 
too late; This is to contradi& the 


whole Tenour and Scope of the Goſ- 
pel. Your Caſe may be more dange- 
tous than that of moſt others, and yet 


not Irrecoverable. Be ſure it is not, if 
you; have not ſiund that Sin which 
can't be pardon'd; which in the gene- 


ral, I firmly believe no man is guilty 


of, who is afraid leſt he hath been, or 


is ſo guilty. 
— Obſtinace continued 'forſaking 
of God, is the great {ign of dr being 
0 forſaken 
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The Firſt „ 
forſaken of him : And Where that is 
not the Caſe, you ſhould not Judg ſo 
concerning your ſelves, or others. Aad 
even where it is ſo, for the preſent, 
the Grace of God may be tejected for 
many years; and yet we may hope 
that ſome Perſons may afterwards 
be converted by that Grace, which 
before they rejected. So that we can- 
not tell what God will do as to parti- 
cular Perſons. Neither would it be 
any advantage for us to know if ſuch 
and ſuch, be fo far forſaken of God, 
as that they ſhall never be recovered 
but continue in their Obſtinacy and 
Impenitency to the End of their Days. 
God hath * not made it any Man's Du- 
ty to believe this concerning himſelf, 
nor to beleive it concerning any other 
particular Perſon. 
Some of thoſe whoſe Hearts were 
once as hard as yours, who lighted 
Chriſt as muctr, and as long, as you 
have done, who diſpiſed many awak- 
ening Warnings , who refuſed and 
turn d their Backs upon many Invitati- 
ons and Calls of the Goſpel, and re- 
ſiſted the Spirit of Grace for a long 

Mr. How's Redeemers Tears, pag. 8a. 
- Time, 


— 
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Fine, hs e be - p4 


Tr iumph 
Grace of e P . 
ese . agalnſt your ſelves. 
To paſs a Judgment upon our State, 
and to believe it concerning our ſelves, 
is to — he Goſ 5 and to make 
it impoſſib us to Repent and Be- 
lieve, which God hath made to be our 

s a ſinful preſcribing limits 
to the Grace of God, to ſay, It bath 
waited on me ſo long, it will, it can watt no 
— 


% However Apprehend the 
8 the preſent Caſe, if you are 
1 4 any ſuch Symptoms as have a 
Tendency to ſo ſevere a judgment as 
this is. It may be you have ſianed 
your ſelyex. into hardneſs of Heart 
that you are not affected with the Word 

as tes that you do not 
ſind ſuch Im $ by it z tha the 
ions 8 with the 


9 r formerly ſtr 7 8 do 
o af. 


now ſeem to ceaſe. You ate not 
fected with the Evil of Sin, wich ſuch 


hearty Sorrow, and bitter Repentan 
as formerly, © hacks 6 


ſias be moſt 15 
ly aggravated Ang are little 1620 
with the figs of 


others; you are mote 
ſence- 
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2 * ſenceleſs, ſtupid, and ſecure under t 
F Guiltof great Provocations, than for- 


merly : And this, uotwithſtanding ſome 


Tokens of - God's Diſpleaſure by af- 


flictive Rebukes of Providence. It 
may be you have taken up with a fruit- 
leſs, barren, empty Profeſſion of Reli- 


| gon, for a long Time; joyn'd wich 


the Negle& of the inward Spirituat 
Part of Godlineſs, Mortification of Sin, 
Watchfulneſs over your Hearts, G- 
vernment of your Thoughts, Paffions, 
and Sences, c. And have gone on in 
a formal Courſe and Round, of ſome 
external Duties;without Heart, or Life, 
or Quickning; and this contrary to 
your Convictions, Reſolutions, and 
repeated Promiſes, Qc- This caſe is 
exceeding fad, and ſinful, and Ged only 
knows there it will Ifue, if deep and 
timely Repentance do net awaken you. 
You ougheto apprehend it to be indeed 
a very provoking, and dangerous Caſe, but 
not quite deſperate. 
ay, let me go further, Secret Pray- 
er, it may be, hath been neglected for 
a Time, or performed with ſo much 
coldneſs, that you now Tremble to think 
how low you arc ſunk : Or which is 
much worſe, it may be you do net 
MM Tremble: 


— 


is in a great meaſure loſt, borh in re- 
ſtraining from Sin, and in checking fo 
it. You can now more catily ſtifle 
Convictions, rebel againſt Light, and 
venture upon a known fin, indulge a 
ſecret Luſt, and allow your ſelves thoſe 
Things from day co day, which for- 
merly you could not without ſhar 
Rebukes of Conſcience -: And ſuc 
Preaching, and ſuch Helps as did once 
. ſtartle, awaken, and quicken you, 
have now little or no ſuch Effect; This 
Is indeed unſpeakably diſmal. O! how 
low are ſuch fallen ? how difficult, 
how ſorrowtul muſt be the awakening 
and Recovery of ſuch Backſliders > 
What can be ſaid to ſuch Perſons ? and 
why ſhould they not fear the Judg- 
ment of this Text ? leſt God give them 
mp to their own Hearts Luſts. lam fo 
far from diſcouraging ſuch a Fear, 
that I would by all Means awaken it. 
Therefore I ſay it would be Juſt with 
God, to caſt thee off, and God would 
be Righteous, if he reje& thee utrer- 
ly, if he forſake thee for Ever, if he 
never ſtrive with thy Heart more, 
if Never Providence or Sermon do 
| thee good more This would be Faſt 
| — 
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Tremble. The Power of Conſcience «fl 
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The e Tim 1 8 be i 32 
at che ſame Time let Zope be inter- 
mingled with Frar; there is much 
„n 70 Fegr, but there is none to Deſ- 

RY is 4 Daty, and the other 

the Conſideration of your 

d — begin ro melt and 
» your Heart, then kn 
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that-hope in bag f ral zit ts we are 
ſaved. Therefore 5 
and os grounds: cars and 
woe Danger, of Your eriſhing to Eter 
But don't ſit down in Deſpon 
deny. dow eild your ſelves to 
ih» Without 6998 to prevent ĩt. = [ 
down before hi N ſtudy 
the Nature — Promiſes atthe Co- 
venant of Grace, and fy to Chriſt, ac- 
cording to the general Invitation, and 
| 1 that End. 
Tbirdlyilf your Hearts begin to melt, 
move within you, who have ap- 


-prevandad your: ſclves in D of 
the. {triviags. of the. ir (as. your, 
ver 1 aud 

— of Aſhiſtance, — ley, 


then J would 80 you to ſet 2 
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ſently to work anc ? 


n 8 dance D 


of an "awakened f I ene hte 
and fllencd: obey the 
holy Motions of el e Spe 4 72 not 
your, nt Convictions efolu- 


tions become . for = oe of 
Malin and*Prayer, aud adyifing 
with your Miniſters, * and Judicious, 
Faithful Friends. *Elpecially-r#ke herd 
"of. extinguiſhing the Sentiments of i 
awakened Conſcience by new 
and freſh Tranſgreſons While = 
ſcience is thus at Work, your Conver- 
fion is more probable and ' hopeful 
now than bar 1 It vou 
not the Mot ions thes pirir, and pro- 
voke him to leave os” If you will 
but hearken to his hone: aid follow 
his Counſel, and not again harden 
WW out Hearts : 8 ald now earneſt 
y implore, and thankfuliy entexka ine, 
and carefully improve his boty flu 
ences Ot in 
Is it not of higheſt Importatit that 
vou do fo 1 Beky E hen 
your nee. . Nalleil 
| e ur Grace 
"may both be end 14 befve + "Dey Morn 
ing. Should not che Kindneſs bf God 
oyercome 
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The Fieſt Sermon, 35: 
overcome you? That Mercy is offered 
© — — — ſhould 
elting, tranſporting 
Tough, of boch as you to conſider: 
—— — Dope to him, 
if you are eary and heavy. laden, aud. 
— Lead alex loth che 
End, for your 1 75 
- Where. God A: tener delivered 

ple, and they yer foriook him, it is ſaidgi 
that be would deliver them no more, but 
bid them go to the Gods they had 
choſen : But they cryed to him, and 
turned from their evil Ways, and his 
Soul was greived for them, and be did 
welzver them. They cryed heartily, Lord, 
do unto us what ſeemeth thee good,only de- 
liver us, ſo do you in like Manner, and 
there is yet Hope; Go in ſecret, and 
tell him, "that it is the Deſire of your 
s, now to return to him, beg his 
ſanctifying Spirit wich utmoſt Impor- 
tunity, plead the Vertue of the Blood 
of Chriſt, ſay unto him, Lord do with 
ue prot thou wilt; affl ict me how thou 

= aſeſt, tri 5 mie of alt” 

hiogs, if that may ſerve the Ends 
of th Glory; only let not thy holy Spirĩt 
forſake me; only deliver me out of 


the hands of my ve” break theſe my 


Chains 


Chains, 3 off theſe: 3 fave 
* and from thy 
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The Second Sermon. 
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Palm LXXXI. 43. 


Soc] gave ther up to their own Hearts 
. Tyſts: and'they walked in'their own 
_ Counſels. | | 


| E can never look back to our 
7 rimitive ſtate, conſider ing 
ow: richly and plentifully 
the Bounty of our Maker 
had provided for us, without admi- 
ring Thoughts of his Beneficence and 
— : And yet, if we vw —— 
vine Compaſſion unto guilty an 
rebellious Man ſince the Fall, and 
how: many; obſtacles his Grace over- 
came; This latter will be-Judged to 
ſut paſs his former. Bounty to Innocent 
0 D 3 Man. 
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93 Che Second Sermon. 


Man. For before the Entrance of ſin, 


on, it is a queſtion 


Tehoſen Diſtance; and 
Aud 7 I. wolf 


the Current of Divine Love met with 
nothing to obſtruct its paſſage, there 
was nothing to difcoarage its Exer - 
ciſe towards an Innocent and Obedi- 
ent Creature ': But now ſin hath 
made 4 gfeat gulf betwixt God and 
us; We ate in a ſtate of Enmiry, and 
Hoſtility againſt Him; which ſets a 
value upon the Power, and Freeneſs 
of the Grace imployed to Recover 
and ſays — . MS 02 AIG. 
And yet, after all this diſplay of the 
__ - 8 np Gr 2 z ad 
e in the Work of eut Redempti- 
Fbetber our will- 
ful, provoking Obſtinacy againſt God, 
be not more, aſtoniſhing, than his un- 
deſet ved Compaſſion and Love to us; 
that in contradict ion to all the Princi- 


ples of Reaſon, and Intereſt, we ſhould 
flight his) Kindneſs, and deſpiſe his 


gl ridus Love, and refuſt his Grace, 
e only Remedy thar can ſave us: 


That when he offers to be Reconciled 
to us, and intreats us c be Reconciled 


to him, we will net hear ken to his 


Voice: © e our 


rangment, 
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Ae Setond Sermon. 39. 

im depart from ua, we deſire not the 

nowledge of his ways; We care for 
no Necdiciliation to him, or Com- 
munion with him, or any ſha re in the 
Happineſs he offerd to confer upon 
us. Were not this very highly pro- 
vokingʒ; i the Bleſſed God would not 
Complain of it, as | he:doth ; and Reproach 


us with it, as he alſo dath, Se ve 


places, and particularly in this; 
People mould — bearken to my Voice, — 
Iſrael would none of meiz ſo I gave them 
up, drt. Both Expreſſious are in the 
future, ve tranſlate them as al- 
ready inflicted: The | Original | figoi- 
fies that God would deal ſo ſevercly 
with them. The ravations of 
this Complaint of — 
Mae) have been already mentioned. 
1 propoſe now to diſcourſe of 
18 9 | | > 121 ( 


Firſt, That it is matter of moſt. Juſt 
Comp _ and: moſt heavy Re- 
proach,” when any People or Perſon 
will noi hearken tothe Voice of God. 

Secondly, That for any wilful ſin“ 
ners to be given up b to theic on 
Hcarts Luſts, and left to walk in their 
own\-Caunſcls, * of n 
ach 4 u 


Fly 57 1 5 ug in 
2 ſires anck irregu lar Paſpons; 
their wicked: sand Contriv- 
ances for the fulfilling of their various 
Lys c. W bon be gives them u 
heſe Luſts, be caſts them ont ofhe 
— [Ca and Prorettion, fo as 
—_— an prey to the Devi 
| word which vue tran- 
— A often uſed for 1be 
out a out of their Coun- 
try, 4s in 44 FEſal. 2 


Such Fei ſons are 
alſo left of God . the Tyranny 


and Dominion of their Luſts, without 
thoſe Reſtraints o Providence and 
Grace which before they W bat 
— on intended EE 
pr will appear in ro 
the Second Heul vin. 1 
Fo: thew by what Reps und+D __ 

God-doth her and inflict 7452 
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ſhall {peak ſomething further of che 


Dreadfubirſs oſ this judgment, and ſo 


I y er eps Degreedclatus 
II. By What r Degrees the 
Bleſſed God doth uſually proceedvitp 
infliaingfich a judgment as this. For 
the better underſtanding of this, I muſt: 
premiſe by way of Cauiionk 

1. That Whatever Method x taken 
in the Execution of ſo ſevere a Doom, 
we _ remember _ 0 * | 
depth o curity in theſe Judgments 
r 

ju nt, but ialhy i As: 
do more immediately relate to the 
Souls of Men. Wenknow! very little 
of the manner of Gods luffuenee up- 
on mens Spirits, and therefore ſhould 
be very humble and wary, modeſt 
and càutious in our Expreſpons about 
it. And yer from wat we obſerycioh 
ſuch ſpititual Judgments, we may cr 
out 'with the Apoſtie, Rom. 11.9400 
the urßtb o/ the Ricbes both of the Nh 
and Kuowledp' of 'God ! Now un ſrarchubie 


. gre bis Judgments, and bis Ways paſt find. 
ing gut) We know very lintſe of the 
mandet of the Holy Spirits Iuſtuence, 
in fortning the Image of God upon 
the Soul 3 and 3 


= PIT I 


35 . * Puniſh the 


ſin through the Tape Judgment 
od; to ocbene e Ruine. How- 


FS 2 
2 upon meer Will Sag 1 ny 


ons of 
925 ding againſt Light. It is ſuch a 
nt as ſuppoſes: very ;hainous 
ravocations to; precede it. The In- 
ſtance of the doth - abundancly 


e this; wich whom the Patience of 


ad did. long bear, and his. Spirit 
ſtrive ; But theytalwwits reſiſted: the Holy, 


Gheſt, Ad: 7. 51th © generation: to 
generation,maintainingthe war againſt. 


the, Divine Spirit, till he turned; to he 
their Enemy, and fought againſt them. Ia. 
63. 9, 10. And the then their Doom is 
pronounc'd in a moſt ſolemn manner, 
with terrible and aſtoniſhing-Prepara- 
tions for it, * 6. By a glorious Appa- 
rixiou of the great God in the Dem- 
pie wo c the: Prophets our, 
und E We: 2 


Tem t whereby men are hardened 5 in 


pect to the rava- 
3 FIrilful Rebell and 


„ ao *oa 4 26. =» ma. IX » «3 


The'Second Semen 2}? 
and net x ſer je. indeed, but perceite not 
make the Hart 5 Hip is people fat, and their 

ears: heavy, anid their Eyes, leſt they ſee 

with, their -Byes; and hear with their Bays, 
and ne peer with their Heart, and con: 
dert, and be bealed. This Doom we 
find: with ow Awfulneſs;.repeated-in 
the new Teſtament by our Saviour, 
Mat., 13. 14. Luk. 8. 10. 12, Jobn 48 
And a ter wurd by the: Apoſtle Haul 
vhen he as teſtitying againſt the obe 
ſtinate loſidelity of t at Rome, 
Rom. 1 I. 8. We may therefore clear 
Righteouſneſs of God in this matter; by 
conſidering the true Account and * 
— or believe by E: - 
to have 7 un up to their Own 
Hearts Lu he Wickedneſs of Pha- 
rah was riſen to a very provoking 
height, befote God is ſaid to harden 
i, with) was not till after the ſixab 

Domes The impenitent Conanites 
had 430 Vears, before God gave 
them over, and their mcaſure Was full, 
Joſh. 11 5:49-; This therefore, as it is on 
of the ſevereſ EIT ſo-it11s one o 
the a. 15 

«Thisalſo may admi.of Degrees with 
reference to e verab Perſans. Fog 
9497”! there 
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there is r as well * 
ſaking of God, and being ſorſaken of 
Hirn. 1 ſome who fin againſt 
m ay and refuſe the Grace of 

Goſpel, and may for time be for- 


laden and leg of God, and yet 3 | 


rit Kel ſtrive again ; Whereas 
with others he may never ive more. 
However in all theſe | Caſes there is 
grew Provocation that des precede, 
that we may ſay with ie A . 
4 N bteous, that bo ue Fen- 
by MJ; 5. * 
ld alſo premile Thar the 
Bly of God muſt be cleared, as 
well as his Juſfire, Though he give 
: chem up to their own Hearts Luſts, 
t is not by a n 
| At with reference to ns they 
afterwards commit; much Jefs that 
inclines- their Hoey to Bl, of 
infuſes, or ſuggeſts evil to th is 
not that He gives them Ind 
and Leave, with his Conſent and Ap- 
_ probation, to ſerve and fulfil any of 
2 hoſe Laſts” The ſporleſs:unchanga- 
| Purity of the Divine Nature 
which hates every fin; cannot con 
wich this. Ii cannot be Yelipted with Evil, 


„ 1 © 2-4 3-7 


Cw ww un 88 


Therefore ſuch Expreſſiom as Exeky 
20, 39.  Asifor you, O Houſe of Iſrael, 
thus 7255 the Lord, go you num every one. 
an ſerve bis" 1dols. h 'Expreflions 

be taken in an 7ronical ſenſe, That 
is, Go ſee whether the Objects of 
your Truſt, and Confidence can 
© fave you ina time of Calamity: Go 
©ro the Gods that you have ſerved; 
© and: ſee whether they will help you, 
Cfor 1 will not. It is like the Ex- 


preſſion, Matth. 26. 46. Sleep on nom 


and take your Ref, for bebold be cometh, 
by whom the Son of man ig ts be betrayed. 
I defired you to watch with me, but 
you would not; and that ſeaſon is now 
paſt, Sleep on now, if you can, Whew 
Satan blinds the Minds of men, he dock 
it by ſtrengthening of their ſin, he 
doth it by finful ions, and the 
kke : But the Blefled God doth nog 
thus give men up to fin + No fuck 
EI can come from the Founcain 

Theſe things bein premiſes, miſc; © lerus 
Conſider ſome of — eps, by which 
God precceds- in 


| this matter, asScrip- 

ture, Reaſon, and Experience may 

direct us; Though after all, chere 

2 Depth in theſe qudg mens of oy 
| W 
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| which none ae a able fu 


| and to. reſtrain men . by the. 
Rod of Correction an the R | 
of his Providence: ib nor age. 
fie ſuch Rebukes — eder. 
tion. We little think Whither we 
ſhould wander, if God did not aur 
with Thorns, Haſ. 2, C 7. 4 
J, not hy his Proyi ma 
Wall, that we ſhould not he able to he 
gur ſinful Paths; that we ſhould PR 
be able to make Proviſion for.our Luſis 


at an eaſy tate, or have ſo much wa | 


for them as we deſire, My People 
Iſrael, ſays God by the Prophet, was 
reſulved to; ge after her Lovers; but 
God lors I Ii make her return back 
in coſy i | ve (hall Pier, im- 

of Thorns. in her way; 
2 ens he 15 

4 as in the Origi 

and ſke. ſhall not find be 'Tho 
fhe follow after ber Lovers, ſbe ſball yat 


be ths Je ful ec i hut al oe 


The like 3 yau have . In 
2 7, 9. He 2 —5 
cannot get out, he me wu 
hewen ſtone, Some by B of 
: It on, n. 


1. When God forbears ro Afflick. 


Courſe, 1: . | 


—_ 


Education; as they call ĩt, and axe glad 


when they can ſhake) thera off; Sone 
by the want of Money, or. 7 oy 


Power, to accompliſh their wicked 


Purpoſes, have their Way hedged . 


Sometimes by bolih Paint, and ſick- 
neſs, God opens the Ears ef nen, and ſcals 
Iuſtruction to them, that: be may withdraw 


Man from bis Purpoſe, aud bade Pride 
from Man, Job 33. 19, 18. God 3s here- 


in very merciful io many. Young 
Perſons eſpecially ſhould conſider it, 
to whom it is a Kindneſs to have in 
made difficult to them: For if they had 
ſo nuch Liberty as they would deſire, 
and ſo nuch Money at eommand as they 
could wiſh, and were let alone hy thæix 
Superiours to do as they pleaſe, and 
live as they liſt, without any, check, 
or fear of loſing: the favour of: dheſe 
on whom they depend, or from hom 
they have their Exprctation; If things 
were thus with them, they know:ner 
unto what Exceſs. and: eight of fha — 


they ſhould run. So for Health, and 
Bodily ſtrength, #heiabating ofo tl 
may be a merciful Reſtraint. frm 
ſome ſort of fins: The very weakneſs 
of our Conſtitutions, may be a meays 
to ſaye us from ſore kind of Im- 
7 : . tations, 


eh others in ;vigarons 
ſtru 5 : ich, and ate OVer- 


1 cena C and Diſgrace, 

World, Dit Things, that art apt to 
_ aud affen che Mind. Thie 
more of theſe: Reſtraints God is pleaſed 


cherein appcares to 
Eſpecially it former afllictive 
2 of Providence, have been miſ- 
: here being hardly a 
more terrible place in the whole Bible, 
than that threateuing of God, Hof; 4. 
Tour" Daugbters ſhalt commit 
N oredon e Spouſes ſhall commit 
Adialtery ; And I n wiſh your 
Daughters when they commit red em, or 
Fair Spouſes when they commit | Adultery. 
O quanta Pena, als Pena ? it is the 
geeateſt judgment, or the fore runner 
of that — oh0gs — _ —— 
from iming, when; by | cimely 
— ment he _ —— — 
eperitance, and ſtop ſinners in their 
career ; when the way to Hell is plain, 
and eaſy to them; when chede is no 
__ es yg, — al 
they may go on, an w 
fer cheit own :Counſcls, in the 1 2 


' Ke ſo fall out, that 
OT 
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cannot do as others, without ſu 
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that, lead to the Chambers of Death. 
How, many. Pug Perſens hath God 
been kind oz by thoſe Reſtraints of 
Providence, which he takes off from 
others, How hath he hedged and 
walled up your Way ? He bath made 
it more difficult for you to ſin; you 
fering | 
more than they; either in your Repu- 
e your temporal Iutereſt, or 
your-Health, &c. And yet we find, 
notwithſtanding all this, many ſuch 
will not be divorced from their belov- 
ed Luſts. As one of the Antients ſpeaks 
concerning Philotimus, who had weak- 
caed. this. Conſtirution, and impaired 
his Health, as the Effect of his Incem- 
Perance: and Riot: And being told by 
the Phyſicians, that if he would: not 
forbear, and preſently break off his 
licentious Courſe, that he muſt cerrain- 
ly loſe his ye ſig bt: There was no 
help for him, but in a little time he 


would be Blind: He Le anſwers 


the Phyſician thus, Valeat lumen amicum, 
Farewell, O pleaſant and deſirable 
Light rather than not ſin on; as l have 
done, I am content never to behold the 

he, of. the Sun more. Will the 


leſſed God, think you, be an any. 


go. | L 
if he condemn ach r | as 
everlaſting Darkneſ 8 rem 
up no to thoſe Ta 
madly fer upon ? , 
But where he hath Deſigies of Mee: 
cy to any, he will not leave them to go 
* wirhout Correction. As manyias 7 
love, I rebuke and chaſten. If you will 
not be reclaimed by one Rod, aa Hal 
have another, and a third 
If you will not for all this'tarn'to' ne 
Lord, I will yet puniſt you ſeven tines 
"tare for your Invquities, Levi. 28. 78. in 
th theſe aſcs, God doth not 2 chat 
hee „ or cem 
ave Mercy: bave Met 
He dorh not Eber ki, Rod, 
may forbear our ſms; He 88 fer 
us alone, that he may not be ſottetl ut- 
— to abandon us: He will rebuke 
chaſten, that we may not harden 
ur felves rom our Eternal Ruine, 
W r you behold a Wicked 
DO thrive a N NG ks 
when you ſee him p n 
Trade: and boaſting of his Rie 
ptiding himſelf in his Power i whe 
ou fee him ſtrong and 
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The SecondSermor, yr 


of er Bleſſings, perſonal 

wy 7 nd hy &c. And 

in all 

manner of 880 Im reſtrain 

N from the Almi ty, his Fa- 

mily, and in his er and live like à 
Beall, without God in the World; 
you beheld fuck ſpectacl 


| aa of the Accompliſhment of ſuc 


like Scripcures, where God threatens 
in Anger to forbear to puniſh ſuch and 
ſuch men. This is the frft Method, 
his  forkearing to affl ict. 

. By taking away the External 
Meats of Knowledg and Grace, or 
otherwife diſpoſing. of Perſons 0 as 
ah cannot e fuch ſeaſons, Adds 
2 ee 

not evil of that v 

the mukitude, be '; be departed hte 

poo iowa not the ourward means 

in ſuch places, or the perſons remove 
into remote s of the world, 
where the Cole of Chriſt is not 
known. Thus when lewd arid diſobe- 
dient Youths have ſinned againſt God 
and their Parencs, to that r Hoe that 
they know not What to do with them, 
22 either 10 go, of themſelyes, ot arc 


tent into the or Army orto the 
wr " Indies, 


» 


a 
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ladies, to ſuch Places, where the Goſe . 


pel is not preached. And by this 


means men are left. to walk in their 


own Counſels; The Publick Min iſtery 
ok the Word being the ordinary 


Means of Sanctification. And ſo tis 


no wonder if they greedily fulfill 
their brutiſh Luſts. There fore if God 


withdraw ſuch a Miniſtery from the 


Place where you reſide, ot you run 


madly and without a call, or warrant, 


to dwell in ſuch places where 
not be had, (I 055 ag bach a iir | 
enlighi 


as is proper to 
and ſtrive with you, in order to your: 
Converſion and your, e e 
one ſte 508 to your Tat ae over 
left of God, and the kings 
2 our Peace bid A or 7 
Merchants, as 
ly: that have 8 Children, and 
ſome Others, who are reſolyed They 
will be Rich, would conlider this. 
0s if- 117 kg a 9965 
4 ively Mini ut you begin to 
ike it; in 7 it looks Yer 
ill Eſpecially the . Fark ore 
affected with it for 
diſreliſh ic, or deſp 
0 che means of Fo ho 


by — 


ten and. awaken, | 
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_ The SecondSermon, 5; 
SanRification not being continued, ot 
improved, it looks fearful as to ſuch 
Perſons: More eſpecially if They 
be unaffected, and unconcerned it theit 
own Danger in theſe Circumſtances. 
3. God is ſaid to pour upon men a 
Spirit of Slumber, and deep Sleep, to 
ſuffer them to harden their Hearts, and 
ſtupify their own Conſciences the 
more, by every thing they enjoy;ſo that 
though the external Means be continu- 
ed, yer none of the divine Meſſages 
will be received, nor the moſt uſetu] 
Miniſtry do them any good: nor the 
Providential goodneſs of God lead them 
to. Repentance. All their cry re 
ons, and temporal Bleffings ſhall become 
ſnares, and ſtumbling blocks, Jer. 6.2r. 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, behold, '1 will 
lay Aumbling blocks before this People, and 
the fathers and the ſons together ſhall fall upon 
them: The neighbour and bis friend ſhall e! 
But this is after they have wilfully hard- 
ened themſelves. So it was with Pharcah 
when he had 9 hardened his 
own Heart, Exod. 7. 14. 8. chap. 19, 32. 
ver, After that, upon his continued 
Obſtinacy, God declares that he barden- 
ed bim, 9. chap, 12. and 16. ver. And 
cauſed him to ſtand up, or raiſed bim 
up, that is, kept him alive, when he 
N E 3 deſerv- 


deſerved to be cut off by a quick and 
ſadden DeſiruRion 3; for this very end, 
that he might ſbem in him his Power. So pro- 
voking was his former Obſtinacy, and 
Incorrigibleneſs.T hus are men the faul- 
ty Cauſe, by choſen wilful Blindneſs 
and Hardneſs, before they are forſakeny 
and left of God under ſuch a Judgment. 
4. Another ſtep is God's righteous 
Retuſal to continue that Influence of 
the divine Spirit, with the external 
Means of Grace, which men have 
abuſed and forteited, Without this 
Influence chere cannot be a Day of 
Light and Power under the Goſpel Diſ- 
penſation: Both which are neceſſary 
to make our day of Grace. But when 
any People or Perſon have rebelled 
againſt God, and vexed his holy Spirits 
he may ceaſeto ſtrive with their Hearts 
by ny gracious Influence ; When he 
hath knocked often, and they would 
not open ; ſuch inward Motions of the 
Spirit, as they formerly had, (Rey mg 
ve no more; and fo they are ſorſał 
en of God. But whether toralyand fi- 
zally, ſo as not to return again, is more 
than we can ſay of particular Ferſons, 
till the Event ſhew. it. But it is that 


which Men have reaſon, to Fare | 


cording to the ordinary Met 
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Coos ods} proceeding, who now diſobe 

the Voice of bis Word and Spirit. He 
might. Jaſtiy withdraw the Influence 
of his Spirit from them, and ſeal 
them up to. Deſicution ; and fo it is 
poſſible their Day of Grace may be 
ended before they dye; and their not be- 
lieving or being converted, will cer- 
tainly follow, Jobn 12. 39, 40. 

5. Another ſtep is, when God ſends 
Prong Deluſions, whereby men believe Lyes, 
that they may be damned, 2 Thefſ. 2. 11. 
This is ſevere indeed, but being after 
obſtinate Refuſal of his Grace, it is 
. ſeyericy. For this is threaten- 

as the Puniſhment of backſliding 
Chriſtian Churches, againſt ſuch who 
not receive the Truth inthe 

Love of it. The Deceived and the Deceiver 
are bis, Job 12. 16. 8 5 

Now God may do this two ways ; 
Fuſt , By permitting Deceivers, and 
falſe Teachers, to ſpeak and act at that 
rate of Cunning, and colour of Truth, 
that it is very difficult to reſiſt or with- 

nd the ſnarc. And therefore we 
read of the coming of the Man of fin 
with all ſigns, and lying Wonders, or with 
Wonders to canfirm thoſe Lyes. This 
God foretold and warned the Fews of 
before hand · E 4 2. God 


58 Leet 
2. God may give Men up to ſtrong 
Deluſions, by taking away the Afſſiſt- 
ance of Reaſon and a clear ſudgment, to 
diſtinguiſh between thingꝭ chat differ. 
Thus Men wreſt the holy Scriptures to their 
own Deſtruction, 2 Pet, 3. 16. Which 
they could not do without his Provi- 
dence, and Permiſſion. And when 
the Gentiles had ſinned highly againſt 
the Light of Nature, God gave them 


* 


over to a Reprobate Mind, Rom. 1.26. r 


to a mind uncapable of judging, as the 
word imports ; a blind unjudicious 
Mind, that could not examine, or 
diſtinguiſh between Truth and Fall. 
hood. This is as conſiſtent with the 
— of God (conſidering it as the 

uniſhment of former Guilt,) as the 
depriving us of any of our ſenſes would 


And without ſome ſuch thing as 
this, it will be impoſſible to give an 
Account of the Growth, and Prevalen- 
cy of the many ridiculous, abſurd 

octr ines, and Practices of Popery. It 
cannot otherwiſe be accounted for, 
that ſuch Foolerics as are to be found 
in their Opinions and Worſhip, ſhould 
ever be received, believed, complied; 
with, and pleaded for, by Men other- 
wile of Judgment and Learning But 

it 
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It is to be feared that they are given over 


to ftrong-Delufions to believe Lyes. 


There are many others that are no 
Papiſts, whom this may concern, who, 
after à great Profeſſion, have fallen 
back into ſecret Wickedneſs, and at 
laſt into more o Ctimes, againſt 
Convictions and Reſolutions, Promiſes 
and former Experience. Many ſuch 
in the laſt Age, and ſome in this, have 
been thus left of God, to run into 
ſtrange Enthuſiaſm, and real Fanati- 
ciſm, to receive the moſt extravagant, 
and ſometimes blaſphemous Opinions; 
to eſpouſe and plead for them, againſt: 
the plaineſt Reaſon, and the moſt ex- 

reſs Scripture that can be. But uſually 
it may be obſerved, the Doctrines they 
receive, and the new Lights they fol- 
low, are ſuch as tend to Licentiouſneſy, 
to encourage the Gratificat ion of their 


Luſts, that they can fin on by the help 


of theſe Opinions, with greater Securi- 
ty and Peace. This is another ſtep, 
whereby men are given up to their own 
Hearts Luſts. . 

LASTLY, When God gives ſpe- 
cial Per miſſion to the Devil, the great 
Enemy of Souls, to exert his Power, 
and Malice, in blinding and deſtroying 
Sinners. We 
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der what we oe to Gods Reſtraint 
of Satan, that we are not. more ſuccei- 


fully tempted to deny che Faith, and | 


caſt off the yoke of Chriſt. When the 
pirit of the Lord departed from Saul, 
an Evil Spirit from the Lord is ſear 
to trouble and puniſh him, and Satan 
filled bis heart with Rage and Cruel- 
ty, 1 Sam. 16. 14. Some euil Spirit 
had leave from: God to ſeduce A bah, 
I Kings 22. 2I, 22. Who aged his 
part accesfully to deceive and deſtroy, 


Four Goſpel be hid, ſays our Apoſtle, it 


is: hid to them that are loft, 2 Cor. 3. 4. 
_ eyes are blinded by the God of this 


Orig. ; 

HE is ready todo us all the miſchicf 
he can, if God reſtrain him not. W hae 
n Power had he over the Bodies of ſome 
Men, in the days of our Saviour He 
would manifeſt as much ver their 
Sonls too, if God did but give him leave. 
The Red Dragon went out to deceive 
the Nations, we read in the Ap. 
As to thoſe who are judicially leſt of 
God, and given up to their on Hearts 
it may come to this, and ſome- 

times doth ſo; that God leaves them to 
the Power of Suan to deceive and ru- 
; me 
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ment. 
concerning it A i me 1 2 
few Particulars. 

1. The Severity of his judgment 
will appear, i we conſider that it is 
ne infliged but after many Katha 
i — 7 X upon habit 

inate finners. Far 83 
4 t . i Traut ee 


Tran 15 s, ſuch for 

Shich? ore es no crifice ere 
under the Law, Numb 1850 

2. The Severity of this backer n 
may be argued from the Su 
＋ falls p hon the Soul, it doch eſj 7250 

that, as its imme iate 

Fi 0 diſmal Effects of it reach to the 
Soul: The Beauty and Comelingely of 
the Soul is hereby ſpoiled: For what 
more diſmal Spectacle can there be, 


than ſuch a man 7 — left of God? The | 


Honour and Dignity of the Soul is 
hereby debaſed; for men gien upto 
their own HeartsLuſts are almoli trans. 
formel into Beaſts. 55 

| > 5 
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0 
under the Power and Rage of their 
own Luſts; and did you know what a 
Slavery that is, you would rather beg of 
God chat you might fall into the Hands 
6f the W Nene barous and cruel Ty- 
rant in the World, than to be left un- 
der the Dominion of your on Luſts. 
4. Becauſe they are left to walk in 
their on Counſels, as the fruit of their 
being given up to their own Luſts. 
And theſe are, Firſt, The moſt fooliſh 
blind Guides that can be, that fill men 
with vain Projects and Deſigns. As 
the rich Fool in the Goſpel, Luke. 16. 
He would pull down his Barns, and 
build greater, and ſay, Soul take thine 


alſe, &c. 

Secondly, They are falſe and treache- 
rous Guides. They promiſe Peace 
and Happineſs, but procure nothing 
like itz Promiſe Eaſe and Reſt, but can 
by no means perform what they pro- 
miſe ; but leave 3 man to wander and 
go aſtray unto his own Peſtruction, 


Prov. 5. 31. 
Thirdly, They are cruel and 12323 
ous Guides, as well as deceitful ones 
Such Perſons will walk in the — 

| cads 


Becauſe the moſt diſhoiourable | 
Slavery follows upon it. They are left 


The Second Sermon, 


leads to Deſtruction: He that walketh 
after his own Counſel, will find the 
End of that way to be Death. 

Laſtly, The Severity of this | Judg- 
ment will appear, in that it can ne- 
ver be inflicted but in Anger. This is 
the Fruit of divine Wrath. All other 
Calamitics and Aff ictions may be the 
Fruit of Love, may be ſanctiſied for 


our good, may turn to our Advantage: 


But this Calamity has no ſuch Origi- 
nal, and no ſuch Effect. A man may 
be given up to Satan for the Deſtructi- 
on of the Fleſh, that the Soul may be 
ſaved; But to be given up to fin is a 
thouſand times worſe, becauſe that is 
the Fruit of Divine Anger, in order to 
the Damnation of the Soul. Here 
God wounds like an Enemy, and like a 
cruel one : And we ma boldly ſay, 
God never puniſhed any or Woman, 
with this Speritual Judgment, in Kindneſs 


and Love 
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So I gave them up to their own Hearts 


2 and they fel -.v in their o : 
ounſels,. 
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But ſuch is the Severity and Horrout 
of this threatned judgment in the 
Text, that we ſhould not, we ought 
not to wiſh ſo much Evil to our worſt 
Enemies ; but do what we can to pre- 
vent it. For of all Calamit ies chat can 
be threatned /,- or iuflicted in this 


World, what can be worſe than for a 
Man- to be given upto his own Luſts, 


aud left to walk in his own Counſels? 


Two or three things we may obſerve 
by way of gener Inference, before I 
ſpeak to ſome particular Caſes and 
Queſtions that relate hereto. 

. HO W. Much to be pitied is the 
Ignorance and Folly of finnets, that 
are afraid of any other Calamity 
more than this. I gave en up to their 
nn Hearts Luſts, is a thouſand” times 
worſe than if God had given em up 
to the Syrians to ſpoil em, or to their 
moſt enraged Ad verſaries to oppreſs 
*=m. Men are teady to quake and 
tremble, aud their Hearts to be mov- 
ed, as the Trees of the Wood are 
moved with the Wind, if a thick or 
dark Cloud hover over them, as to pub- 
lick or private Aﬀairs. If their Health 
and Eaſe, their Liberties and Eſtates, 
their out ward Priyiledges and Advan: 
2 | ages 
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tages arc threatened and endangered, 
they preſently apprehend themſelves 
concerned to look about them, and do 
their utmoſt to prevent it. But if ſin 
be the greateſt Enemy, to be given up 
to {in is the greateſt Judgment, and 
ſhould be more feared than Plague, 
or Peſtilence, or Famine, or War, or 
any of thoſe Calamities, that Nations 
and Perſons do commonly dread as 
moſt Formidable Evils, 

2. Is it the greateſt Judgment to be 
given up to our own Hearts Luſts ? 
How unrcaſonable is the Diſpleaſure 
and Anger of Men at the ſharpeſt Me- 
thods of Divine Grace, that would 
bring them to Repentance, and there- 
by preventthis ſad Gataſtrophe? The 
moſt ſmart Reproofs of the Word; 
the moſt cloſe Exhortations, and Ad- 
monitions of Miniſters, that are now 
accounted troubleſome, the moſt pun- 
gent and uneaſy Convictions of Con- 
ſcience, and the moſt afflictive Re- 
bukes of Providence too, that have this 
merciful Deſign and Tendency, they 
are the real Effects of Kindneſs, as pre- 
yeative of a greater Miſchief, even this, 
of being left of God, and given up to our 
own Hearts Luſts. 
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Language as chat of the Stubborn Jens, 
| 1 10. Aying to the Prophets, 


phecie wot unto us Wight things, enk 


unto us ſmooth things, and prophecie Deceits, 
Till God in righteous Judgement reſolve, 
and ſay, as he did afterwards; 'Exek 3. 


26. Thou ſhalt no longer be unto them 


Men by neceſſary Reproofs, are diſlik- 
ed, and their Preaching 1 


with their Words. Rewel. x1. 10. 
3. HOM wretched and dangerous 


is their Miſtake, wha think their Caſe 


ood, becauſe their Conſciences now-trou- 
le them no more, They have ſinned 
themſelves into ſuch hardneſs of Heart, 
and ſearedneſs of Conſcience, under 
fach Judicial Blindneſs and — 
that the fin which was formerly bur- 


denſom as a Mountain, they now feel 


not ; they bewail it not. Conſcience, 
that did rebuke them, is now ſilent 
and faſt aſleep. All things are at 
peace with them, they ſay, and they 

are 


k reckoned 4 
Burden, becauſe the Earth is tormented: 


puts ey pond eee Stop an” 
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- God lets them ptoſper in the Wurz. 
they have no ruh in their way, to Hell. 
ut in the mean zime he hath giyen 
them over, that they ſhall nat be 
nitten.any more that they ſhall not 
85 rou led with the ſtrivin of his 

ay any more. Neither Word nor 
od ſhall do them good more. They 
applaud themſelves in this, and re- 
joyce in it 2 But if to be given up to 
our own Hearts Luſts be the greateſt 
Judgment, there is no ſtorm more 
diſmal than ſuch a Calm, or more to 
be dreaded. No Trouble bur is better 
than ſuch Peace: No Sickneſs bur is 
preferable to ſuch Health : No Sor- 


ad of it; and ſo 


Is row but is rather to be choſen than 
e ſuch mad Joy. 

j- Doubt. 1, BU T becauſe I would 
d not break the bruiſed Reed, or 
t, ench the ſmoking Flax, or ſadden 
r the Hearts of thoſe whom God would 
- rok ve 0 bye rather awaken 
- the Joy, 2 | the Confalarion, 
1 and promote the ſpiritual Peace of 
x thoſe unto whom it doth of tight be- 
t long : I ſhall therefote confider ſome 
t of the Doubts, and Objections of ſeve- 
4 ; E 2 ral 
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Chriſtians, who on all Occaſions argue 
againſt themſelves, and conclude hard- 
ly of their own State,. from eyery 


againſt the Ungodly : As melancho 
People can hardly hear any Diſeaſe 
talked of, or deſcribed, but they pre- 
ſently imagin they have ſome ofthe 
Symptoms of it in their Caſe. 

WHAT I have ſaid of the Na- 
ture and Terrour of this Judgment, 
and of the Methods of Divine Juſtice in 
the Execution. of it, may make ſome 
ready to ſay. 


* up, for I have reſiſted many of the 
*© {triviogs of the Spirit of Grace, and 
now | think he doth not ſtrive with 
© me any more, I have been under 


* Spirit of ſlumber and of a deep ſleep 
© ſeerns to poſſels me. I have out- 
© ſtood many Calls to Repentance , 


& Conſcience, and contradicted many 
good Reſolutions, and broken many 
© Vows and Promiſes; I have back- 
© fliden and revolted from God after 
«© yery 


ral weak, or melancholy, dejefted | 


word of Threatening and .”Terrour” 


] fear leſt God hath given me 


* che Rod, and not bettered by it, the 


* and ſtifled many Convictions of | 


giniiings : Therese 
t of Apoſtates may 
any. on me. I, uk 


jlly b. N 


3 may welk feat being lefr of 
Cod, 10 a5 it ſhould be impoſſible for 
* me to be renewed by Repentance, 
oh Heb. 6. 7; 

© My Day of Grate is over, ſath Ano- 


ce ther, my accepted Time paſt, there is 


* nothing. ſo-bad but I may Juſtly fear 
© it 3 For I find I grow worſe and 
© worle, inſtead of making progreſs 
Ein Holineſs $ whereas if my Grace 
© weretruc it would be growing. But 
find my  Corruptians 2 
ee ſtrong, my heart very dead an 
* hard, &c. 
< Doubcleſs God has withdrawri his 
I Spiri from me will Another ſay, 
© I haye. 2 the Covenant Bleſſing ot 
42 ſoft Heart, a Heart of FEleſn; I can- 
* not —— a 4 Ter for my ſins, as once 
& I could: I am for nothing, un- 


n aan ſpiritual Dury ; None in 


ce the World have ſuch a treacherous 
* yile abominable Heart as I have, I 
© am afraid God has given me over; 

F 3 I do 


e Ghoſty which here forge 
. Ani». T HIS Brogan 5 
Caſe, comprehendin 

of ſeveral pee eri are fone 
_ that deſerve Pity, and 845 


oy fol ; there being | 2 
in it, and ſotnen 1 * very 
25 too; It is manifeſt that 5 

4 muſt be mixed : It mut in 

be monitory and 5 3 e, ane 
art conſolatory: Reproch Ind 
nſel are 2 11s Eu- 
couragment and gr. 1 1 1 
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der very great Dafkheh, B 
"Oy ſo as to create much Ftoiuble 
orment to your ſelves, will not 

ot 75 ſelfconclude 487 Caſe def ate, 
ny bg Aken. Here 

2 re any Ke _ t Soul trbuble, 
ren of Light may walk 1 in 
B You may. Judge and cbn- 
demn your ſelves for Unbelievers and 
Reprobates, and yet unjuſtly * ſo. 
ou 
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= all — che: Devil ſpeaks againſt 


5 2 1 and 


ou to be true, and that it is impoſſible 
duch"a-one;; as un, to find Mercy 

And {arr may-be falſe and art 

: Clouds may afterwards va- 

5, Lighe Spear, and Joy re, 

| es in Scripture, and 

the Expericace of eyery Age will teſti- 


be chi 
At may be your miſtake about the 


dre 6 Taub, and make it to con- 


ſiſt in en the te not diſtinguiſhing be- 
Arat and . reflex Ad of 


Whereas: if true Faith conſiſt 
in — the and wic hout Faith there 
is no ſalvation; A Man muſt be aſſur- 


ed of his Salvation, or elſe he muſt ne- 


ceſſarily be damned. And this is to 
ſuppoſe that a Man muſt Firſt be ſure 
- 22 before he can be capable of 
may be in Chriſt, and 

ries he c linage of *Ch riſt, and the Cha- 
racers of bs Children, and ſhall be 
kept by the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion ; though for a time you may 
diſtruſt; and deſpair of it, walk mourn- 
fully, and refuſe to be comforted, 
Your own Doubts and Fears will not 
F 4 prove 
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prove that you ate given ove 
rather the Contrary; For, | {+ 


II. If you are given up to your own 
Hearts Luſts, how is it that: you thus 
mourn, and greive at the Apprehenſi- 
on and Fear of it Do you not value 
his Favour more than Life? And dread 
his. Diſpleaſure more than Death? 
and fear nothing more than that:God 
ſhoald forſake yoo And is it likely 
that Such are left of God, ho hereby 
diſcover that they love him in Sinceri: 
ty? Your: very Solicirude, and Fear; 


and Diſquiet, leſt: God: ſhould finally | 


reject you, and caſt you off, is ati Ar- 
gument that he bath wat; and, if you 


continue of this Mind, that be sever 


will. . WI 
Believe it, O doubtiag Chriftian, if thou 
art from thy Soul unwill ing to leave 
God, and of all things in the World 
doſt dread and deprecate his leaving 
thee, He hath not left thee, or given 
thee over. For be aſſured of this, God 
never did, or will forſake any, but tboſe mbo 
firſt forſake him, and are unwilling to Return. 
Where do you eyer find, or how can 
it poſſibly be, chat ſuch a Mans 15 of 

race 


Grace ĩs paſt, and the time 


of his Viſita- 
tion over, that God hath Judicially left 
him, and given him up, who values 


the Preſence of Cod, and fears no- 


thing more than to Sin againſt him, 
or to provoke him to caſt him off: ls 
ſuch a Man loſt, and given over, who 
thirſteth aſter God, and can be ſatisfied 
with nothing ſhort of him? Where 


do you ever find, that God did ever 


finally leave a Man, and leave any 
ſuch Grace behind him? | 

s ſuch a Man loft, and given up by 
God? Who prefers the Light of his 
Countenance before Corn, and Wine, 
and Oil, and all the Riches, Trea- 
ſures, and Honours of the World; 
Who had rather live in the moſt 
mean miſerable, afflittive Condition 
on Earth, with the Love and Favour 
of God, than enjoy the greateſt Abun- 
dance of all things without it. I ſhall 
2 this more preſently under the 
fixth Head. | 


III. LE T me ask you, Are you not 
reſolved to hold on your Fight and 
Warfare againſt ſin? To continue and 
maintain your Conflict, notwithſtand- 
| ing 
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3 this, nor talk at this rate. | 
Be 


fin through the Prevalency of a Tem- 

; tation, do you not make haſte to tiſe 
again by bitter Repentance ? Do you 

not freely confels, and aggravate your 

fins in the Preſence of God, andnot 
palliate, cover, of excuſe them ? Are 

not uneaſy, and reſtleſs under your 

clenfions ? Deſirous to make your 

Peace with God, and to be reconciled 
through Chriſt ? Do you not double 
A your 
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des, When you have fallen into 


Lo Wach erwar- 
— Nor = ny Holinels, * 
0 rover you n ſee 
5 you not check, and N 
find fault with your e foe? 22 
utigrateful Carriage to the 
Love > Are you tiot diipleaſed vic 
your ſelves 7 And afliatried' of. y 
ſelves ? Atid_glad of any Hel and 
+ Affiſtanee that leads to your R Recchery 
If this be your Caſe; be aſſured 125 
Day of Grace is not "paſt; you are ft 
left of God. 


IV. YOU ay, yon cannet wekp, an 
mourn, and 2 * — Nee er 
2s formt ly; and others y 


it, that is the trueſt ſign of Repentatite 
me odly ſotfow. For to ule the 
of Mr. B. e 
77 5 Go Goſt did Pains to be rid of fin, + 
bat be had not ſinned; or thut be night Wk 
no more,; though he hav? not ſuch command 
of Tears as Others, is the trueſt prniteut. 
You cannot weep for fin as Others, hut 
you would give all the World to be 
rid of ſin; yoit could wiſh that when 
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had ſpent that time in Suffering, at 

it were to do again, upon the ſame 
Reaſons and Inducements, you would 
not do it. And if you might but 
pleaſe and obey God more than for- 
merly, and be kept from diſobeying 

im, you would be content with any 
thing. Judge your ſelves by this. 

Beſides * God hath not told us juſt 
what degree and meaſure of Humiliari- 
on and Sorrow for fin is abſolutely 
needful. Some have more, and others 
leſs even of true Penitents. 
ELD oj 
Gait concerning the ace be- 
ing over, and ſinners being finally 
it of God, - For it is neyer true in 
this Life, that any are ſo left of God, 
and their Day of Grace ſo over, as that 
af they truly repent, and turn to him 
he will not accept them. This would 
be againſt the whole tenour of the Goſ- 
pel Covenant: For whoſoever turns 
to God by true Repentance, and Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, ſha not periſh but haue 
eternal Life. | WY 

* See Dr: Collings Cordial for a Faint- 
ing Soul, part 1. Serm. 2. 5 
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But there is another ſenſe of ſuch Ex- 
preſſions, that is, when men have ſo 
ong reſiſted the Spirit, and refuſed the 
offers of Gods Grace, and rejected the 
Yoke and Government of Chriſt, that 
God reſolves to let them alone, never 
to give them the prevailing Grace of 
his Spirit, but in righteous Jud t 
to abandon them to their own Hearts 
Luſts, to walk in their own Counſels. 

Becauſe they would not turn at 
my Reproof, they ſhaft call, but 1 wil 
not _— cel me earneſtly, but not find 
me, Prov. 1.28, If men harden their 
Hearts, and will not hear and obey the 
voice of God, He may ſware in his 
Wrath, that they ſhall not enter into 
his Reſt, Heb. 3. 11,15, 18. Num. 12. 
22. Execk. 24.13. It may be this very 
day, or hour, while now thou art called 


by God to Turn and Live, if thou re- 


fuſe now, thy Day may be over, and 
paſt for ever. To morrow God may 
ſay, Let bim Aloue, be ſhall not be 
purged, be ſhall dye in bis fins. Ila. 42. 
14. Hof. 4, 17. This is a poſſible Cafe; 


but who can tell when it is thus? How 
can this be known of particular Perſons 
when it is ſe, though ſome Approach 

| | nearer 


h Pert epentagce 


find youx Hearts Penitent, and 
— — to return to him, 8 1 dot h 


reach you : It is not your Caſe, 

1 7 
VL YOU chat thus complain and 
25 haye you not many of the Fruits 
Gf Wk, yidble, and manifeſt in 
efare the 15 of Chriſt 
=— ny od ath 2 
over. | eſteem and 
the GRACE of the Goſpel ? 
5 not cry to Heaven for the 
* 424 ? Toe: 708 not offt 
e Sprit of Holi- 
me is 8 * ” Whence is 
from dre chat you * an 


t to prize aud ſeek it? They 
have e he Day o of (Grace 


deſpiſe it k inco 
ity, 4 — alles of God 
— a e and ſtupid, ous 


is Grace. Bur for 
Ea: value it, and ſcck is, your 
anne or it is 


from 


You may be ſure, that if 


' from Common Grace, at kaſt, which has 
. a tendency to Special, and ſhows your 


nn BY OW BU OW, hubs bed, gage bd 


* 


Caſe not to be like thoſe, who are 


given up of God. 


But with moſt that thus complain, 
there is more than common Grace: 
Thereare Fruits of ſpecial Grace viſible. 
You do unfeignedlyRepent,and mourn 
for Sin; and defire to give up your 
ſelves to Chriſt. Now what but Grace 
hath made you 17 ſee the evil of 
and hate it? What but Grace ha 

At, 


made you willing to Accept of 


for your Lord and Saviour? | 
but Grace has made you value the Fa- 
your of God, and 2 Holy Heart and 
Life, above all the 


mon 
that the Sermon was done before he 
came, You have geceiyed that Graces 
which you complain you want, * 
You 
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- You know tis 
ny, Were you like them; Did you 


find your Luſts and Paſſions lead you 


ive at their pleaſure; had you no 
ions ſtirring after God, and Holi- 
neſs ; did you deſpiſe Chriſt, and all 
Regard and Duty to him; and could 
not perſwade your ſelves to hear, or 
read, or Pray. or think of another 
World, or do 
for ic, you might then fear indeed 
what the iflue of your Caſe would be. 
But that is not the Caſe Jam now 
ſpeaking of ; nor of any, I hope, thar 
now hear me, your Appearance in 
theſe Aſlemblics is ſome ſign of the 
contrary : And though as yet you may 
be unconverted, and unſanctified, if 
ou are ſo far Awake, as to look after 
nciliation to God ; if you are 
touched with a ſenſe of your fin and 
Danger, ſo as to deſire to be aſſiſted, 
and enabled to Repent, and turn to 
the Lord; how bad ſoever your pre- 
ſent Caſe be, ir is not Deſperate, and 
Remedileſs : For you are in the way 


of Mercy, and nothing bur your own 
wilful, impenicenc refuſal of Mercy, can 
deprive you of it. 2 


VII. As 


otherwiſe with Ma? 


any thing to provide 


art you need 
77 re Obſtinare, and diſobedi- 
by 2255 ble and incorrigible ; as 
ci | le of 3 were, that nei- 
8 l q N. 45 e un arne 


1 94 
7 


ie to} e to him 
9155 ny to take upon you 5 
Yale of Tr or haye taken it ; and 


0 cure . it or Freer 
viour, and | Chriſt 
be! our Ruler, and your Felicity. If 
it be chus, you may be ſure pu are 
not left of God, 


VIII. THAT Sight of ſia, and 
ſenſe of the Burthen of Corruption 
which you com 1. of, as the Groun 


of your fear, wi e the direct con- 


trary 


to frar. 


W N h 
— 2 i 

EN 
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82 | 
trary * welt ycu al 1 4 1 ; 
ſia has always the gre: 
where the ſinner. 3 
henſive and Senſible of 
is more hope of a ſenſible 
feels his ſickneſs, and complain: 
than of one that fel not hg. 

confident all is well. not.th | 
much: worſe, who feel oe phe 
Evil of * whom 8 
it is not troubleſume, 8 

of it lochlom, nor ar 
thenſom 2? While, poſe = 


formerly, and to. ſee b many chĩngs to 
1 which before you did not? 
-hough there may and big be a 
uit getween leſh and r- 
Grace, in the ile 
World; yet which oaks doſt 
thou fide* with? Which has tby 
. Conſent ? W Way 18 


ey eval D ears, l 0d 


wall he 
Body of fin and Death ! And hin to 
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be lived Ho Corruption moe 
perfectly: To gain a mbreineire Vi 
ty ? Doſt the het watch; and wreſtle, 


SSSR 1. rl AR. 


and ſtrive, and pray agaluſt it from 
day to day ? Is this the true ſtate of 
thy" Caſc? Then never think thou 
9 furthe 
to Some of you, 1 tther x; 
and deſire — — ma go your, 
Rb yo wiel to God, Though all 
you turned to 
have not the ſame ſenſible dang of 
Humiliation; yer bath not t mb 
of Grace convinced you of the Holineſs 
and Equity of the Law of God ? An 


| bf your on wretched, accurſed Con- 
dixion under the Guilt of ſin? Have 
yu not been brought to tremble 


ar 

the thoughts of his righteous! Vers 
| — as to bet; all the Plea. 
of this World, by reaſon of the 


Tenſe of fin ; 4 no way aut of this 


Perplexiry, bu t by the rs, and uncon- 
ceivable Mercy of God in Chriſt; 
and therefore Renouncing all things 
that might ſeparate between Chriſt and 


thee, ready to part with all —. Laſs 


and Pleaſures, and Profits 
nours, Thou were _—_ hyped ry to 55 
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the Inyiearion and Cal 


ooking up to his Mes 6 pens 
Hove * there Ee and 


Now after all. all this, and the Cru 


Dedication ſelves to) in 
Chriſt, that flowed upon it, and.ſome 
Calmneſs and ſtability of Saul canſe: 


qui Si Fay: 
ed? Eyen that ſenſe of cen 
that you make the matter of your 
jection againſt d is an Argu- 
ment ſot you, and will e 
Tones ary 0 1 what. FO: ee 1 


IX. THO You cannot 72 ſo 
much, astopreſent ſenſe, of your Ha- 
tred of fin and Loathing af it, as you 
deſire ; yet examine your ſelves as to 
the Si of Others, -aud what ſenſc 8 
As 


cepe of hi Mercy an — Termey . 


* 
ot 


_ 
has 


_ 3 - 


A 


„ 
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them. We may ſometimes gather 
matter of Comfort this way; ; 5 wag 
and 'Love to 


ing our on Sincerity, 


God, when we cannot ſo well have 


it nearer home. As bad as thou art, 
or thinkeſt thy ſelf to be? Ant thou 
not tender of the Honour of God ? Art 
thou not concerned for his Iutereſt 
and Glory? Doth not thy ſoul trem- 
ble, and thine Heart ake hen the 
Being of God is denied, = " \ woes 
ame blaſphemed, or the Glor 
the Mediator Struck at, and the Autho- 
rity of his Goſpel queſtioned, by the 
the e e 
r ? the Pr S'of it 
obiratted ? As et 


Doth not thy Heart riſe within thee, 
if thou happen into wicked 2 
ny, where the Word of God, his In- 
ſtitutions, his Miniſters, and Servants 
are vilified and reproached, and bold 
Impictics vented, and vile Impuritics 
boaſted of: &c. 


X. BUT I do not Grow, Irather 
wax worſe, will ſome ſay. As ta that, 
Conſider; that though there be Pre- 

G 3 cepts, 


_”_ — ä ö men „ N 
—— Py 7 4 EY Xs " 
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ogy 1 aged Hen plecpf aro. 
BE Way, and the Proper Tenden- 


cy of the Spiritual Life ; yet thoſe 


Promiſes are not ſo Abſolure, with | 


out any; Condition, as that there is 
no true Believer who doth nor alwaiey 
grow in Grace: For Experience ſhew 

bat ſame decline and loſe their fi 


Benzer and — 8 n 
Repentance. romiſes of 
Growth, 7 12 ate not abſo- 

Improvement 

of Grace 2 0 the Perform». 
mt with great 

— cod ligence in our 


whole Chriſtian Gourke. And many 

Chriſtians, live not up to the Conditi- 

on of the Accompliſhments of ſuch 

Promiſes, as concera the Growth and 

rang, of Spiritual Lite,” They 

. — rn decline through their own | 
rleſgeſs, and Negligence: 

Senſible Affections be ſure, and vigo- 
rous Encreaſe in that reſpeR, is not 
the true Meaſure, whereby to Judge 
Ags, and growth i 90G 4s ant crent 

x empers, an cum- 
3 condition in the wei 
Wi 


* 


erer ere rede . 


E 
e 


ſe | and Hslinefs, Lope to Chriſt and hs 
> | Gr: Glor 


3 

js appoined Meats oo 
make you. grow in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, You cannot thereupon 
conclude that you have no Grace 
much leſs that you are left of God, and 
given oyer. Such as enquire not 
whether they grow or decay, who 

| as * if | have 


* ao * 3 
3 ek . 
Ce d Th. 5 


= . 
F 75 
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i little or no 
own FE as to t ve 
molt reaſon to * i feelers, 
whilſt ſuch as do. really grow, for a 
time, may not diſcern it. fome- 
times others may obſerve ity when they 
themſelves d own it, or percęive 
it not. | 
But if you are under ſame declen- 
ſion, Remember the cauſe, that it is 
from floth and n egligence in the uſe 
of God's appointed. means far. En 
creaſe. ; from the want of daily r. 
tification of ſin, and Wartchfulneſs 
againſt ir , from countenacing ſome 
Luſt, fo that its power is encreaſed, 
ſuffering the Love of the World, to 
ſteal upon you, and conforming to it , 
iving way to Formality, and. care- 
eſſuelz in divine Worſhip,and the Du- 
ties of Religion; and Apply the Re- 
medy by Repehtaner, Morrificaton 
and doing your firſt works „ Rev. 3:1, 2. 


But make not h uſt Con uſions 
concerning your 1 

XI. MOREOVER Conſider, 
there may be much moreof Blame 


and Faultineſs, of Guile and fin, in 
your 


— 
** 
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zerefore wh 
ſin, take heed 


| Reed. 
, 


tive Duty, and Gods mmand 
were enough, if there were nothing 


that hope in his Mercy. 

But to convince you of this ſin, con- 
ſider what a Repreſentation of the 
bleſſed God your Objection makes, 
as if he were not a God of Grace, par- 
doning Inquity, Trauſgreſſion and 
Sin, pes Repentance, which is what 
he hath declared concerning himſelf. 
Now is it not a fin to believe God to 
be ſuch an one, as is directly contrary 
to the Character he has given of _— 
| elf? 


* 


* 
> 1 


„ 
to comport with his Mind and Wil, 


3 

8 SI or wil Site — Wr a 
fad Account f 884 does this give? 
What a . upon Him would 
this bring ? Is not this to take the 
Devils 4 N of him to be 
truer than 

There is Newt: further fin in your 
Ob and Doubt, by miſrepre- 


| Whereas that ſays, Take God in Chriſt 
25 | Hur God, and give up your ſelves 
a 2d ome and 353 and will be yours ; 

you ad pegs Sgt out of your 
ary, and ſo alter 


what is this hut to make a new Ho 
The Bleſſed God - bath ſaid, 1 5 
Terms Souls ſhall be fav A en add 


never be ſaved, unleſs it be thus and 
thus with me; which God hath never 
ſaid. Though 1 do accept God for 
my God, and Chriſt for my Saviour 


al 


- 4s 1D 


ſo 2 23 as 17 5 2 1 it 117 


ſenting the Tenor of the 'Go pet Covenant. 


he Terms 'of Life and Death. Hud | 


others as neceſſary: And ſay, I ſhall . 
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* 


nene. r 
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im, Jet he will n 


Therefore. 


— 


on his: Terms, He i yours. 


Spirit as your Sanctifier; and 


KN . of Pet "OPM 9 * $i Y 6 — a — | 
W >. Seo $65 
_ . 
to be h endeavo 
ot fave me; 


give God the Lye, and there 
* Guile in it than we think; 


ther have his Favour, and Love 
his holy Image, than all the rich 
this World; you are then His It your 
Willingneſs be prevailing, and 


XII. LAX this as a Poundatiod 
Truth, and keep it, That you can fever 
be more milling to Come to Chriſt, then be is 
to Receive you. - If you think otherwiſe, 
your ſeeming Humility in Doubting 
h much of Pride in it. If you are 
willing. co. have Chriſt and his Grace 


If” you 


are willing to have Chriſt for your 
Saviour, and your King, te receive bin 
as Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and the bleſſed 


had ra- 
and 
es of 


more 


than your Unwillingneſs, 

For Criſt, be aired, is Willing ; 
He hath ſhown his Willingneſs, 
He dyed to manifeſt it, and hath 
drawn up, procured, and publi 
a Covenant of Grace, wherein he de- 
clares his Conſent, and calls for ours. 

There- 


| > throug 


do you complain , fo. 


wed and are not willigt of 
tell you again, ie i with 
ceiye, and Accept you, and to be Nur, 
in an Eyerlaſtin enant never 
to be betend if you, are ſincerely 
Willing to be His Covenant Servants, 
Moreover, 8 | 


XII. AS to the Doe concernin 
the ſin - againft the Holy 6 F thin 
ſuch as make that Ga do nor 
well underſtand x Phe: it lyes. Read 
the 12th of Matthew grins out, and 


Mark 3 15 29, 30. And you will 
find Fg che Sin inſt the Holy 
Ghoſt never to be forgiven, was to 
(hb urpoſe ; That when, norwich- 
5 ing the Miracles of Chrift, TR 


— firmed his divine Commiſſion 
proved him tobe the Meſſiah, * 


han 


h Na, 


, mMmWencocypynnaO9y. 7 


- nd elle. - aa a dd hs & 


efted by choſe Miracles Fa 
ther than own him to be the Chriſt, 


they blaſphemoully aſcribed his Mira- 

72 nt. the Agency. of the Devil, 

unclean Spixit; 5 a 
571 e Power of Holy Ghoſt 
therefore who. o 

I whe 

2 De+ 

ir 

ip him 


2 the Exile of od) R des, are not 


eie of the ſin there mentioned, 
. be fin 2 the Holy Ghoſt. 


20t. me may be guilty 
in 0m e of ſuch Sins, as make 
2 oaches . this, and are fome- 


like it "x when, norwithſtand- 
N idence of the Truth of the 
Gael Men reſiſt the Light a 55 

againſt i it, and turn open el 
and 9 if not down 1 

profeſſed Infidels. But the fin 
the Holy Ghoſt, there dab e ris 

Erange liſt, ſeems co imply a 
"rating 


| pr rh Be ſure 
br the Goſpef to be rrite; 
20 the Saviour of fallen 


oy ka of ther) oa of 


a Chr 10 Sint 
none who o 
and . 
1 
they may make 
es to it. * 
Nuch le are they Guilty , whi 
fear the guilt of this ſin: But ſue 
- doubring frarful Perſons, make 
this Queſtion concerning themſelyes; 
becauſe of ſome blaſ emous Fuggelti- 
ons of Satan, e. * Fe 
been afraid" of the Guilt of av —.— 
fin a8 well — bo: if they Had ever 
3 or Teal fuck. dreadful * 
declared 2g inf. any Other fin, as 
in ut they ſeem not to 
againſt This: But they i; 
underſtand the Nature of ĩt. 
do not deny but there allo 
be an equivalent Evidence of the Divi- 
nity of Chic iſt, and 5 the Truth of 


any Golptls: that —— 1 — 
x may lin agaiaſt; 5 a 
82 the Scribes 2 4 


where gullty of this ſin 14 f 8 ry 
And W Our: our modern 825 


i. Howes e 1s Re: Re: 
deemer's Tears, 


who 


H * 
pede Bar as to Tn Dp 
ADE fear 0 Oh of che fin 


| Ined ith 
the Goſpel. nough, that they 
fearing the 6 pa are nc dan 
1 tor the EET or 


2158 T l. *. To bring che whale 
me to a ſhort ile, and to it 
out of queſtion, that your, day © 
is not over, and that God not let 
ou, or iven to your dyn 
Jeatrs' W ; e new tender y 
the Grace and. Salvation N 
by Chriſt. in his Name. I 
are heartily willing to accept it, 15 
Caſe is getermined 2 K 
in the beſt manner that can be. There- 
fore to put all out of doubt, Actept the 
preſent offer of Gods, Grace, which, is this 
day Male You. Foot mx 2 great- 


neſs of your c Aggravz: 

tions your pr cor 1006 cls, 

but peut cab, and bumbly * 
th 


= 
— 


of che 


ide bo 1 
-conſe- 
. our 


* 1 nt beth be à farish ory * 


"In. if you arc Unwillin to foxſake 
7 , and return to 0 by cſus Chriſt ; 
if you are unwilling to receive 
* Your Teacher, Sauctiber, N 
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6. 435 2 dn 
N rather the mar- 
„ you- are unſanctified, 


count "of Their former Reſiſtance — 
the Spi . ſtifling Convictions, violat- 


ing eſolutions, c. 
queſtion e dre. whether God hath 


not Ce hes them over; yet let them 
are now inv ited, and 

entreated to * it out of queſtion 
that their Day of Grace is not paſt, 
by letting this be Their Accepted time, 
the Day of their Salvation; oy OW: hear- 
tily accepting an offered Saviour, and 
iving up themſclyes unto him. And 
then, notwithſtanding all your —— 


er Refuſals of his Mercy and Grate 


vom at laſt you will return and 1 
mit, and rake his yoke upon you; 
there is Eaſe, and Neſt, and Pardon, 
and Comfort, and: Life, Eternal Life 
tobe had. 
To conclide, Inſtcad' of Doubting, 
_ | Complaining, and queſtioning 
— all chat which 1s 
. rich you, to that which is 
Plus and Certain. It is certain that 
Sod hath ſent his 3 into the n 


ſtent Fan his! 
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ich, come to EE Ee - 

Repentance to /a 1 al 

Faith. in 17 Lord. TE Chr 
qld nor be Accrpeed with him: 
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e it is the 
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the Queſtion, whether you did it noc 


: formerly, four, or * ten years ago *, 


But do it again; Blefling God that 
you may wow do it; that he has not 
repealed his Goſpel, and that he ne- 
ver will repeal it to the end of the 


World. I may Accept of his Son 


now, as well as ſo many years ago. 
Blefſed be God, the Invitation, the 
Command, the Promiſe, is the ſame 
now as it was then; And to as many 
as Receive him, he will give the Pri- 


viledge to become the Sons of God, 


even to as many as believe on his 


Name. Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chri 
e 4 vs 


1 Do not perplex your ſelves about 
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The Fourth Sermon. 
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Palm LXXXI. 12. 


So I gave thew ap to their own Hearts 
Iufts : and they walked in their own 
Coumſelt. | 


Come now, in the laſt place, 
to conſider che Caſe of ſuch, 


who make dangerous Approaches 

towards ſuch a 2 * 
Who have provoked God to 
that degree, that it would be no won- 
der if he ſhould give them up; yea, 
concerning whom, there is Reaſon to 
fear it, if ſpeedy Repentance do not 


prevent. 
HAVING thereforc,ſpoken 1. To the 
H 3 Nature 


Nature of this Judgment, And Second- 


lors cad Method - 


whereby God does ordinarily infli 
it, And Thirdly, the dreadful Severity 
it, in Comparifon of any other 


Several Things I named which they 
2 as the. ground of their Fear 
which yet will not prove that C 
hath forſaken em: At the ſame time 
there ate many other Things that 
will evidence the Contrary. 

It remains therefore, that I may 
faithfully give every one his portion, 
Comfort to whom Comfort, and Ter- 
rour to whom Terrour is due; That! 


alſo ſpeak to the Caſe of Such whoſe 
Guilt may quickly infer this Tertible 


Judgment, or concerning whom: 
may feat, whether they be not alred 


Caſe, which oogti eo be Conſidered. 


I T HE Firſt da jetous Symprom 
is Security, Or a Falk, ungrounded 
Peace of Conſcience. This is fre- 
quently the Prologue, arid Forerunner 


of 


2. ere rern rene 


7122 
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let 122 > Wh Nie rebu 
ot calling thee, to epeptance as it 
W. to do 1 5 


a the neglet of known Duty, 
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and ty, caft, not rex 
Coal 1 7 not fly 1 1 
with any ſn 
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40 9912 it is ik much aint 
wichont any ſuch dns of Fear, 


, and rde were ese 
already giyen os 


in ſome degree, or tho 2 very neut 
what is worſe, in very great danger of 
this dreadful N | 

This Security and Quiet, notwith- 


and 


5 ati 


e 
ual 


kerbe 5 0 
the main, who ate ſhow if 
ae are far from 7 [wing 
ſelyes in this Caſe, or Ie de, ing 
any ſerled Peace: ve ma 
an unpleaſing a t about "hat 
own Caſe, many Relolutiogs of Re- 
* that ey 2 be Recover- 
They often ſay Aa them- 
Wes We will go and returs to our 
Husband, for then it was better wit 
than now ; And every Providence of 
God, whether of Mercy or Affliction, 
they regard, as a Call from Heaven 
to awaken them. And if the Word 
reached come home to their particu- 
ar Caſe, they receive the Warnin 
and do not reje& it, ot oppoſe r. 
But the Perſons eee as in dau- 
ger of this Judgment, 28 fuch b, eſpe· 
eG Chobe ure, and On 1 
ITranſgreſnio 
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but 955 Rags fo lon 7992 and 
ſtifled, and diſcouraged, and filenced 

the Voice of of Confſcienc - ence, to Hove 


bot 4 the greateſt in t. 
e Hacke Conjcte: 
oy g Ind either ſilencd their Co: 
ce by main Force, or Ray's Bays 
diſhearrened it by a e 
dient Carriage it 2 5 2 
Form of God le an empty harten 
Profeſſion : And fo it Liew way to 's 
deluſive deſtructivye Peace, eith- 
flatter them in the way co Hell, l, or Xo. 
14 to inform them of their danger 


Sach [perſons little Apprehend the 
85 they are in. For it is much 
better to haye an Awakened Conſci- 
ence, that roars againſt thee, than a 
Sleepy, ſilent Conſcience, that doth 
not reprove | thee. It is better thy 
Conſcience ſhould net ſpeak 4 good word 
c@ 


l Tee, 


ind mor low 50. — 1 . Keks 


id has a 
Neither is ſuch a 8 2 of Som 
ber Pp : 


3 the State of theit 1 
the [ogy adgm 
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& O- Seat bam 
ng Chilla (as it 1 eto 
many,) are uſually followed wa 
ſome terrible 4 ＋ of Solporsl 
Judgny he felt and 


it _t00- For 
part of the Pee o 


5 Church is 5 the pou! 
RB ons of the Divine ieh 


of the Lip and 2 5 

eligion, and the more plen- 

oy ers of che Goſpel Mini rati- 
— and this makes way for publick 
National Bleflings, even thoſe of ago- 
ther kind N is uſually attended with 
them: So the firſt Entrance into.pub- 
lick Nagone: þ pul fodgy as to Tempo- 


rals, is. iricual Judgments, on the 
Body" e e People. The abound- 
ing 
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ing of {ſuch ſpiritual Judgraents,. ay 
we are now ſpeaking of, qpens the 
Door to temporal Calamitics; and is 
che uſual Foretunner of che malt terri: 
ble ones, even ol that ki it 19 | 
So it was wich the old World 6 
with the Jewiſh Nation before their 
Deſtruction hy e 
Salvian, was it with the African Churches 
before the Inundation' of the Goths and 
Vandals; And the like in later Iuſtan- 
ces; I belieye, among our Neighbours, 
Iwiſh there he no moral Prognoſtications 
of a Day of Evil on this Nation upon 
the ſame Account. We ought to ap- 
chend the danger of ſuch a thing, 

We may on theſe moral grounds very 
well fear i, 7. 45 
But ĩt is the Caſe of Fartichlar Perſons 
Ihave now before me: And the more 
Security and falſe Peace of Conlci- 
ence any have under great Guilt un- 
; 2 of, or known Duty continu- 
y neglected, the nearer do any ſuch 
approach to the danger of Yerng. gly- 
en upof God to theirown Hearts Luſts: 
If they are not already entered into 
that diſmal State. And yet how 
many ſuch bleſs themſelves in their 
Hearts, and pleaſe themſelves, that 


they 
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es about The State of their "as 
orhers 55 and as they formerly 413 2 
few ſad, and ſerious 

s: whar ſhall become of them 


Thoogh Everlaſting World. Of all. 


Others, theſe are neareſt to ſuch a Judg- 


ment 45 that in the Text: Fot when 


ay Peace and Safety, ſudden Deſtructi- 
A — 2 Travel on a Wo- 


man with Child, I, * 
_ airy Proc mkv 2 


nd and ang Reb be Track Truth of the een 
Threatening, That there is no Peace 
fo the There are an hundred 
threatnings in the Book of God againſt 
ſuch, and not one Promiſe of 
for one Hour: And yet they can lye 
down, and riſe, and go upanddown 
hey We Ur the they Al 
e to ſleep, that 
awake in Hell before —4 4 
ing. They are not afraid when they 
ariſe and go abroad in the Morning, 
leſt the Wrath of God ſhould overtake 
them before Night. Read the de- 
{cription of their fin and Danger 
in that terrible TRE * NG 20, 


OO 6, _ +a ww PF a. uk. 
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attended wich any ſuch 7 
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preſſions as formerly. Heretofore 
you hardly heard a Sermon without 
ſome Convictiont of fin, and Reſolu- 
tions - againſt it; the Word was 2 
and powerful, to give an humbling 
ſenſe of ſin, and to excite your Reſos 
lutions to ſet upon neglected Duties; 
but now there is no ſuch thing. Lea, 
further, it may be the very exter- 
nal Worship of the Goſpelythe Ordi- 
nances — —— _ the _ 
pencers of them, they that value 
and Miud theſe things, are now ſcorn- 
ed and reyiled by you; For this is the 
Caſe of ſome Backiliders, after great 
Pretences, and an high Profeſſion. 

In ſuch a” Caſe you will find your 
ſpititual ite co the Food of your 


may eby, m 
and ; and that Spiritual Savour 
and Reliſh im the Food of your 
Which followed: thaſe Deſires, is 

5 © ** . 


Appetite or T 
no ſuch Reli, 5 to theſeir rhings, as 
merly you had. Neicher do yd of late 


experience any of thoſe excellent Effects, 


„ of the wor 
is to uce upon the 
inds, aud 2 — Lives 
of Men. Though br ar is 8 
ence in the degree 

ons, yet e is ed. een 8 
* Hardneſs off cart; — I fi- 
uſe the Wards of a FEE 74 
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Daumen, Prov — 1. Be that be- 
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ſins; | | 
55 1 f 1 5 bad oe Mem, _ 
0 $ 
1 de ebe 
feel any thing of whe force of Gody 
Terrors, or the ſweetneſs of 'hisP 
mifes; but to make a Jeſt of fin; and 
think a Life of Godlineſs' a needleſs 
thin & Such cally ra > it _ 
ro this tially if they grow o — 
= Count, hai — I # God, and ye 
t otlaken o 92 
25 to their own H pet ory 
under Judicial Vine, IF 


* of Hears 


In. w HEN The'Spirie o Sc 

iyes over ftriving with the Svuls of 

en. This isa dangerous Caſe: 
Fot except He return, they are 3 
verably loſt: There is an 


neceſſu of the Influence of che Di- 
Vine Spirit to iy Rs ps 
agd Sptritus 
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often been led, and gr ĩeved, 
3 nepal withdraw in 
Anger and God may juſtly reſolve, 
2 the old orld, that his 
3 


Chriſtiani men = 
* deſpiſe teachi 
Inſticurions 


Nog reliſted the 
EA 2 the 2 2 | 


ſon. and Doctrine! Who can tell 


e & ear SE 


the 
Dreadfulneſs and Horrour of their 
Puniſhment? The Conſtitution of the 
Law of Moſes reached but to a tempo- 
ral Death wü hout metcy : Bur beſides 
temporal Judgments, ſuch .a Guilt 
will cxpoſe them to Eternal Wrath, 
For the greateſt ſin will have the great- 
eſt Punithment. 


No wonder then if the Holy Spirit 
ſtrive no more with Perſons that 
come under this tremendous Guile , 
that fin againſt the Holy Spirit, even 
as a Spirit of Grace; doing Delpighe 
to the Spirit of Grace, who did in- 
vite, and wooe, and draw them unto 
Chriſt, to bring them under the 
Bond of the Covenant. My Spirit ſhall 
not alway ſirive with men, Gen. 6: 3 Heb. 
3. 13. Luke 13.7. When the Spiritof 
Grace, and Love, and Benignity, hath 
ſaone in upon their Minds, and often 
* 15 eir CONE Xl an 
cretly whiſpered, Sinner ilt thou 
not : 6 army What, haſt thou no In- 
ations to return to me? O do not 
go on and pcriſh, &c. Now to deſ- 
pight this very Spirit of Grace, muſt 
needs be attended with great Aggra- 
| ] yations 


-- 
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vations of Guile, becauſe it is after 
ſome Experience of his Influence and 
Arn his maſt be 5 
angerous Symptoms of a periſhi 
loſt Condition: The Goſpel muff 
nerds he hid unto ſuch, becauſe, with- 


out the Light and Influence of the . |. 


Holy Spirit, it can have no faving 
Effect. If our Goſpel be hid, ſays our 
Apoſtle, it is bid to them that' are loft, 
2 Cor. 4. 3. Whoſe Minds are Blinded 
by Satan 47 the * of the ' glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine into their 
Hearts, 

Though I muſt here add, that no 

in, Ibelieve, can determine, what 
Degree of this 'Gailt, as to particular 
Perſons, doth diſtinguiſh thoſe who 
are Irrecoverably Io, from ſuch as are 
Recoverable, and may be called to Re- 
pentance. | 


IV. THOUG H The Spirit 
have not done ſtriving. ; yet When 
the preaching of the Word, though 
ou cannot reliſt the Light of divine 

ruth, but ſomewhat of it ſlfines into 
the Mind” and Cotiſcience; if yet your 
Hearts ſtand out, and will not yield, 
this is a dangerous Caſe, For men 
may 


holds out againſt _ chart can be ſaid. 
| 2 


may be convinced by the Word, of 


the ſinfulneſs and Danger of their 


Condition ; 'they may come to deter- 
mine and to prenounce Judgment 
upon themſelves, that what God re- 
quires of them is but Juſt and equal, 
and that hitherto they have nor com- 
plied with his Call. One thing or 
other, froin day to day, hath hinder- 
ed them from coming up to the terms 
of the Goſpel, from a covenant Clo- 
ſure with the Son of God upon the 
Goſpel Call: They may” ſay, and 
own it before God and Men, That 
© they are deep! convinced ſuch a 


s thing ought to be done; But I have 


© not yet found the time, or the Lei- 
& ſure, or the Heart, to retire into a 
© Cloſer, and conſider it, aud ſer about 
it in good carneſt, and give up my 
Soul to him; Iam convinced I muſt 
© do it, or I cannot enter into Heaven; 
©] am convinced I muſt turn, or 1 
© ſhall dye; I am ſatisfied this my pre- 
* ſent Courſe muſt iſſue in my Ruine, 
© my Eternal Ruine; that if I go on 
and dye in this Caſc, I am loſt for 
ever. But yet, not wic hſtnndiug ſuch 
Convictions, with many, ſtill tbe Heart 


The 
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The higheſt and the moſt impor- 
tant matters that can be named, though 
propounded with the cleareſt Evi- 
dence, and repreſented as of the neat- 
eſt Concern to them, yet do not effectu- 
ally prevail with them. Though 
we propoſe, in the Name of God; the 
Incouragment of that Bleſſedneſs, and 
Privile "ge, which no man, that un- 
derſtands and believes, but muſt de- 
ſire; Though we flaſh the Fire of Hell 
before them, and endeavour by the 
Terrors of the Lord to perſwade 
them; yet they have heard of theſe 
things ſo often, t hat they are not mov- 
ed 4 them to yield themſelves to 
the Lord. All that we ſpeak in the 
Name of Chriſt is as a Tale that is 
told, they have heard it ſo oſten it 
makes little Impreſſion: Things ate 

come to that ſad paſs with them, and 
they are Sermon- proof to that Degree, 
that (to uſe the words of a Great 
man,) unleſs we could ſpeak of great- 
er things than Heaven and Hell, we 
cannot move them. And though 
their Minds are inlightened, and 
ſome Convictions begun; yet their 
Luſts carry the Day againſt. their 
Convictions: Conſcience is baffled; 
or 


ar kept under hy che Power of vicious 
Inclin ation, 
And vhile men £2 on at this rate, 
who-can tell but God may ſay, Let 
them alone? but that he may give them 
up to thoſe Luſts they have choſen, 
and ſo theit Condition be deſperate : 

Though they themſelves do not ap- 
prehend it to be ſo? And as to indi- 
vidual Perſons we cannot diſtinctly tell 
when it is ſo; but ſo it may be, and God 
be clear in his Righteouſneſs herein: 

it is penal, and after great 

Provocations, and it was lately other 
wiſe with them: But they ſinned 
away their Mercy, and outſtood their 
Day. There was a time when he 
would have been found of them, but 
now he will not. O that thou hadſt 
known in this thy day the things that be- 
long unto thy Peace! Now they are hid 
from thine Eyes 4 A little while ago 
they were not. 

But to prevent miſtake, Remember, 
that though the Spirit ret ir ing from 
ſuch, does infer their Day of Grate to 
be paſt, if be return not; and for ought 
you can tell, he never may; yet he doth 
not Darken their Minds by putting 
any ill eee, into them, or _ 
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713 The FourthSrumor 
ill Diſpoſition of Mind. God retires, 
and the Spirit leaves you, after yon 
have 7 8 him, and ſo you arc 
loſt. He only ſays, This wretched 
Creature will not be prevailed Wich, 
che perfiſts in a careleſs Neglect of me, 
and my Son and Spirit ; we will 
© leave him, and let him alone to his 
< own Luſts, to walk in his own Coun- 
© (els. O dreadful Doom ! how ſhould the 
Danger of it ſtartle us lt 


V. THERE are Others, whoſe 
Caſe is exceeding dangerous, Who, 
after ſome trial' in the ways of God; 
for waht of that ſenſible Joy and Com- 
fort which they expected, grow wea- 
ry of them, and leave them off. They 
were formerly diligent, and conſtant 
in the outward performance of ſuch 
and ſuch Duties of Worſhip; in-pub- 
lick and private; but now bave laid 
them aſide. Some of rheſe, I be- 
eve, have now and then a ſentence of 
Condemnation within themſelves, 
but Others are hardened paſt feeling, 
They tried a while, and began hope- 
fully, and made a little Progreis; But 
their Convictions did not prefently 
end in peace of Conſcience, they did 
not 
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nat preſcocly, meet wit 


| ich —— for eĩther through 
their own Ignorance, or want of Ad- 
vice, and. Ceunſcl.. concerning. the 
tare of their Soyls, or from the Power 
of Temptation, c. But not finding 
ſuch Peace and Joy as they expected, 
or ſo. ſoon, they give over, and go back 
to their wonted Courſe of ſin, and 
Ne of God. 
his is the Caſe of many convinc- 
ed in their Muth. They follow the 
Tendency of that for ſome 125 hey 
hope for à good Iſſue, and th = 
Trouble of Soul will be quickly over: 
They pray and read, and confeſs lin, 
and mourn for it, &c. But find not 
preſently the Peace they expeſted, 
they find their Luſts co ſtrive and ſtir 
ſtill, and fin and Satan not to be over - 
come, and it may be ſome Corrup- 
tions are more ſtrong than formerly, 
or they are more ſenſible of their 
ſtrength, and Acting: Hereupon the 
Devil ſuggeſts to them matter of Diſ- 
couragment, and their own Hearts 
are ready to make them ſay, in a ti- 
morous Deſpondency of Spirit, I ſec 
I am entered into a melancholy 
14 * courſe 
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courſe of Life; I fee no end of theſe 
Troubles, 1 fear I ſhall never attain 
to Peace as long as I hearken to my 
© Conſcience 2 If 1 rhus let every fin 
trouble me, I ſhall never have adays 
Quiet: 171 am thus nice, and ſcru- 
* pulons, and tender about fin and Du- 
: bY, Iſhall never while I live get out of 
©rheſe Perplexities. Therefore Iwill 
© even'icaft/ all off; I will give my ſelf 
© more Liberty, and hea to my 
* Confcience no Jonger ; 1 will take 
my Pleaſure as 1 fee others do, and 
not wait any longer for thoſe Plea- 
* ſures of another kind, which I was 
told of, but deſpair of attaining. 1 
+ give up all for loſt, as to any of theſe 
e things, 1 ſhall never reach them 
therefore I will do as well as I can 
© for the preſent; I will drive away 
© my melancholy Thoughts by Com- 
* pany, and Wine, and Mirth, &c. 

Hereupon ſuch Perſons come in a 
little while ro diſlike all ſuch Books, 
and Preaching as would revive their 
Convictions, and to avoid the very 
Company of thoſe who knew any 
thing of the ſtate of their Souls, while 
under Conviction, and are like to 
ſpeak to them about it. That _ 
| ry 
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fry that will not let theni alone; and 
them to be — in the Enjoy- 
ment of their Luſts, they canngtres 
liſh; and in a little while they care 


2 for none at all; unleſs their Credit, 
1 and Reputation, or Temporal Inter- 
1 eſt, or ſome ſuch Motive; ingage them 
f to attend it. Or elſe they carethem-" 
1 | ſelves by ſome falſe Doctr ines, that 
f put an end to their Convictions, and 


y make them eaſily perſwade” them 
2 felves that they are Elected, and that 
[ Cbriſi is theirs, and their Sins ate par 
- doned, ot were ſo from all Eternity, &c. 
But 5 gon is a hazardous and dreadful 
| Caſe, when Perſons arrive to this pitch, 
they had need look about them, and 
) Return quickly, leſt God ſhould give 

them over. | wal 


VI WHEN men continue in fin; 
and put off their Repentanceand Turn- 
ing to God, with this Thought and 
Intention, that they will ſome time or other 
Repent, and turn to God, but not yet. 
One can hardly tell, whether the 
provoking Guilt, and Danger of ſuch a 
Caſe, be greater than the horrid Abſur- 
dity of it. And yet this is a Deluſion 
that has ruined Thonſands, and made 
5 ample 
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ed. of pears pale dil 
ance, and judgment to come; But 
Convenient time tor their complying 
with theirConviRions, and performing 


bux chey intend it, they reſolve it. 
2 wn, 155 ſuch Perſons, that 
now known ſin, unrecon- 
ciled to God, * 4 yet intend to Repent; 
whether they i * think that Gd 
will N pit ey them when 
they do Repenc, or that he vill not? If 
they ſay, as doubtleſs they will, We 
think and hope be will forgive Vs, and 
whenever we truly Repent, he has 
promiſed to receive us. Vet, 
1. B ir not then the baſe! t and the 
moſt horrid Jagraticude- that can be, 
or 2 longer to abuſe the Grace 
to affront him, and rebel 
<A I% and delay your Return 
to him, with this e t Dare 
— ou ſay to the God of all Grace, who 
born with you DO long, Lord, I 
© haye diſhonoured t hy ame for ſo 
* many years, I have ſſighted thy Au- 
* chority, I have diſobeyed thy Calls, 
have refuſed thy Grace, I have ex- 
poſed 
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thus 


pentachen Wilbask 
forgiycneſs. 
2 WILL. Not the ſame Argu- 


now, be as ſtrong hereaſter? For aſtet 
all che little bjections againſt Repenx- 


only one at the. hottom is, becauſe it is 
Preſent; and that will ſtill bold: So | 
that your Turning roGod will be as im- 4 
probable at any time hereafter, as now: 
4c ought to be very well conſidered 
in this Caſe, T hat whoeyer continyes 
in ſin with this Thought, and Deſigu 
of Repenting hereafter; the Devil is ſure / 
to proſper in any Attempt againſt that 
Man. For when that time comes to be 
2 unto Which he has adjourned 
is intended Repentance, the Argu- 
ment will be as ſtrong againſt repenting 
then, as it is ſor delay ing now. He wi 
then adjourn. it to ſome diſtance ſeaſon, 
3. DO Youknow what Repentance 
is, that you will venture upon ſin with 
a Deſign to Repent ? Tha is, - that 
you will continue to do that, which 
you 
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VI. WHAT If God ſhould give 
thee over to thine own Hearts Luſts 2 
May he not juſtly leave thee to the A 
hardneſs of thine impenitent Heart? hb 
Doth not ſuch a Carriage of thine 80 
deſerve it? If thou wilt go on from — 
Month to Month, from year to year, in 11 
the neglect of known Duties, under the 1 
Convictions of Conſcience, that thou 0 
art not yet turned to God, or recon- 1 
eilcd to him; thou wilt, Iſay, yet go 8 
* an 


% 


_— Now to bim that 


and continue as thou arr; _ 
thy Heart tell thee, if thou dye in this 


Condition chan muſt per iſſi; and -thou 


haſt nothing to relieve there in this 
fad Caſe, but only an Intention 9 Re- 


pent ſome time herenfter: O how juſtly 


may God deny that Grace to Thee, 
which thou haſt ſo long abuſed, and 
forfeited, and wilt not now Accept! 
How righteouſſy mayſt thou be ſealed 
oy wy ae ee by Gods forſaking 
of thee ! Were” | 


8 25 — ER E 82 ſore, 
whole Caſe is exceeding dangerous, 
diz. Who often fall inco:che:fams 
ſins, which they Repent of, aud are 
ſorry for. After they have _— 
they Repent of thoſe: ſins again; 
after ſome Repentance, they commit 
the ſame ſins again; and ſo have the 
Aggravations of ſinning a — 
to 
and doth it net; that knoweth 
what is evil, and forbears it not, to bin 
that knew bis «Maſters Will and did it not, 
ſhall be beaten with many fripes, Luk 
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- - and-Confequence of ſuch Lins, (as by 


renewing your Repentance is. impli- 
ed, that 1 of this kind has 
been dene ) the morei aggtavated 
is eur. afterward, and the more 

dangerous yaur Caſe. And th mare 


S Seen. aud ſtriviag there has been 
0 


ainſt Corruption 
and yet 1 carried the day 


 and:got victory over Conſcience; 
The * and Promiſes of A- 


mend uieut that you have made, and 


broken, and ſinned againſt; repent- 
ing” of your d as Pharuab 
the greater is your ſin aud Danger: 
Phe more Warning you ha ve had 
of God by his "Providence, and the 

a ing Calls of his Word, 


and yet Mt comcloge this Couxſe of 


3 and . of FPS, 


1 * 


. N 5 * n = * * * FE a, N A 2 % * * 82 4 Wh 25 8 N Q 2 1 9 
\ 1 * Te: od p * >; EY Mp, wet, by 8 n bs I; * oh 
4 ing p n 8 % . * $64 Me 5 P 
7 1 "ir 
64 2 of $. 
* * * 7 « 7 
* 1 - 78 
: L 22 2 ' 4 8 8 . 
K the more N 
5 5 
„* © - 1 * 5 of 
| p 7A 4-, 
= * 1 R 
HH Ir. 
rel. 


A 


Gentiles, Rom 1. 21,24, 26, 28. 


tance in this World, this very Confi- 
deration will pi-rcethem tothe Heart; 
this will make them ready to deſpair; 
That, as the Apoſtle ſaid of himſelf, 
J did it ignorantly, therefore I od 
Mercy ;- I hey will be ready to ery-out 
againſt themſelves, I did ſo and-fo, 
but ic was againſt Knowledge, therefore 
there is no Mercy for nie. There're- 
mains for ſuch, without Repencance 
a moſt fearfal Puniſhment, And a fear- 
ful looking for, and Expectation of 
ſuch Puniſhment, in the Conſciences 
of thoſe who have ſinned at this rare. 
And there be very Few of rhoſe ho 


have lived long under the preachi 
the Word, 3 — to pp 
againſt Knowledge, and Conſcience 


till 


— 


"ThoFf 
ell cl they were: old. 4 ory 25 3 
to ce· Certainſy 
400 greaver: the ledge is vou ſin 
againſt, the more. you provoke God 
to give you up to a reprobate Mind, 
to leave you to hardneſs of 


Va W HEN, Novwichllandig 
; the Profeffion of Religion. and out- 
ward Attendance on the Duties of it, 
vet ſin has the Dominion and Maſtery 
2 Soul; and ſenſual Inclinations 

without reſtraint, even 


zroſß and notorious fins, There 
vs Backſliders, who would for- 
1 ſtarted back at ſuch or 
—_ mpration, who can now 
— n into it, readily yield, and 
Hy overcome, without 

— or ſtruggle. Sin has the Maſtery 
and Dominion in the Soul, ch 80 

on to commit. ĩt without Chec 
Fear. They conſent to its Rule, a 
are willing ſubjects: For to whom you 
yield your Servants to obey, bis Servants ye 
are, Rom, 6- G. And that victory which 
Sin — 2 got by your own Conſent, 
y, as it commonly in the 
Dre, N eh that Bandage eh la- 
very 
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very under fin, which is Judicial, and 
Penal; That flavery to fin which at 
firſt was: voluntary, afterwards becomes 
wnawidable. Lou are held in the 
Chains of your own ſins, you ate cap- 
tivated and ovrecome by. your own 


luſts,}hile they 2 e them ſelues Liberty, 
ſays the Apoſtle, they are the Servants of 
Corruption 2 for of whom 4 Man is over- 


come, of the ſame is he brought into Bon- 


age, 2. Pet. 2.19. 

here is leſs hope of ſuch Men that 
are grown. looſe and ſenſual, aſter they 
have been forward Proſeſſors: And 
they are harder to be recovercd than 
any others. For they are more like; 
ly to be left of God. Some have un- 
warily ſaid', that an open profligate 
debauched Perſon is nearerthe Grace of 
God and ſalvationbyChriſt, than a moral 
honeſt Man, that is kept from the groſ- 
ſer, Pollutions of the World. But 
ſuch Ex ns (ſhould not make us 
think, that God will invite and wooe 
us the more earneſtly, the further our 
ſins have divorced us from him. * It 
is true, the Holy Ghoſt can cleanſe 


and adorn, and prepare himſelf a room 
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| * Dr, Hammonds Sermans, p. 275. 
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in any. Heart, and ſoften it, and not f 
be Pe iſed by the. moſt habicuate fin, 


«-  - or. Devil. And ſomg have been tis 
ſnatched like fire-bfands but of the 

Fire, and changed from"incarnare : | - *; 
Devils to incarnate; Saſuts Vet thoſe | | 
extraordinary aud fate Examples muſt ; 

not be thought a Rule Therefore in 
'weonghr | 

ofe Men, | 


ordinary charitaBle Reaſon 
to Judge more tiopefully ofth 
who have not run into the groſſeſt > 
ſenſualities, and Cotruptions of the 
World ;vf ſuch elpecialty, wh by | | 
any common _Inflaence of 'the Spirit, | 
with the Word, "have been kept back 
from great Tranſgreſſionꝭ; fo that by 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, they have 
eſcaped the Pollutions of che World; 
and by the Advantage of their-Etuc a- 
tion, and common Grace, and Provi- 
dence, have beer reſtrained from foul 
Miſcarriages. If ſuch a theſe. do af- 
terwards become profane and looſe, 
and ſenſual, and 8 it lis 
ſaid of them, their latter Eull is like to be 
i worſe than their Begiaing, And it had been 
| better for them not to have kavwn the Way | 
ef Righteouſneſs, than, after having known 
it, to turn from the holy Commandments. 
That fom: Men may ſin _ 
clves 
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ſclves into a ſtate of Incurable Impeni- 
tence, is very plain from Scripture. 
Your neglect and Provocations may 
pur Chen to his Irre verſible Oath, 


and make him ſwear as he once did, 


that you ſhall not enter into his Reſt, Heb. 
3-11. And that this is of force in the 
times of the Goſpel is more than inti- 
mated, v. 12. Exhorting. profeſſing 
Chriſtians at that time, to beware of 
an Evil heart of Vnbelief, from the Ex- 
ample of the fraelites. That Terri- 
ble place, I. 6. 9. E quoted no leſs 
than ſix tines in the New Taſtament, 
as if it belonged to them, ho fit un- 
der Goſpel Light. 

As to that difficult paſſage, Heb. 6. 
4, 5- Concerning thoſe who bad been 


made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 


taſted of the good Word of God, and ef the 

7 be World to 2 and yet did 
fall away; it is ſaid, it is impoſſible to re- 
xew them again. ln the ordinary way 
it is not to be expected. Though that 
Paſſage do eſpecially reſpe&t ſuch 
Apoſtates as openly renounced Chtiſti- 


anity, crucify ing the Son of God a- 


freſh 3 Let ſuch as, after a plauſihle 
Profeſſion, turn to a looſe and notorĩ- 
ouſly wicked Hs whether they Keep 

2 chat 


122 The 


e 
2 2 4 ISTH 


ze Fourth m. 
that Profeſſion ſtill, or abandon it, 
they are greatly in danger of the like 
. ror the -Earth that drinks in 
the Rain that often comes, upon it, and yet 
brings forth nothing but Briars, is rejected, 
and is mgh unto Curfing whoſe end is to be 
burned, as it thete follows, 7, 8. . 
Their Caſe is next to hopeleſs and 
deſperate. And what reaſon have all 
Backſliders to fear, leſt they ſin them- 
ſelves into ſuch a diſmal ſtate. 

Ve. 1. And ler that be the firſt Improve- 
ment I would make of this Diſcourſe, 
To awaken Aroffates, and Backſliders 
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to Conſider their Danger. It may be 
you have gratified your Luſts, not- 


wichſtanding the Light of Conſcience, 
| the Motions of the Spirit; Now, 
it may be, you can ſin with leſs Re- 
gret, and don't feel the Wounds 
2 give your ſclves by your 
ranſgreſſions? Can you ſay but that 
the Bleſſed Spirit is retired in great 
meaſure already? And is it any Won- 
der after fo many ſtruggles and Con- 
flicts, if he ſhould for ever Retire, and 
leave you to the full uncontroulable 
Dominion of your own Luſts? If he 
ſhould ſay, be that is filthy, let him be 
filthy ſtiff, becauſe you would not bepurged, 
you 
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net be purged, til I make my Fury 
to reſt pon you, _ 2 
Awake therefore, and conſider your 
Danger. You that find any of theſe 
things agree to your own Caſe, be- 
ware leſt you be in the Number of 
thoſe that draw back unto Perdition, in 
whom God ſays his Soul can take no 
Pleaſure, Heb. 10. 38. Take no Pleaſure, 
that is, whom he loaths, and deteſts, 
Were we not under ſome great De- 
clenſion, ſome {ad degree of Hardneſs 
of Heart our ſclves ; how. ſhould we 
Pity. the Caſe of all ſuch Perſons who 
are near this judgment? With what 
hearty Concern for them, ſhould we 
endeavour. their Recovery, did we 
kaow better, and believingly conſider 
more, what it is to be left of God, and 
iven over! With what hearty Grief 
| I mourn. over ſuch Perſons ! 
With what Groans, and Tears of 
Compaſſion ſhould 1 warn them, and 
try to awaken them, if my own Heart | 
were not under ſomwhat of this Hard- F 
neſs, which they are like to be totally 3 
given up unto ! 9 
I I conteſs, at firſty | was loth to prrach, 74 
or publiſh theſe things, leſt 1 ſhould \H 3 


driye ſome to Deer: ut upon more 
3 ſcrious 
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crious- Conſideration,” I'db' ndt think 
that the Generality of People ate ſo 
very apt to Deſpar. They have ten 
thouſand ways to flatter themſelves, 
and they will bope for the moſt part, 
in deſpight of all n 
Contrary. In all the Scripture there 
is but one Example of a 8 
and that was Judas ; Who did not 
deſpair by reaſon of any terrible 
Doctrine which was preached to him, 
but becauſe of the Load of his own 
foul fin, and the Weakneſs and Puſilla- 
nimity of his own Spirit. But for one 
who deſpairs, 8 . 


o 


What Multitades are 
there who live in ſin, and yet Sibi fua- 
viter benedicunt, think themſel ves tn a 
good Condition, and that all is well; 
hough the Scriptures ſay, that the 
Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be la | 
that the Gate is ſtraight that leads to 
Life; yet every Body almoſt hopes to 
be ſaved, in the Courſe they ate in, 
| 1 broad Way. 
| that are under any of theſe 
dangerous Symptoms that approach to 
ſuch a Judgment, take heed of En- 
couraging your ſelves in a falſe Hope of 
Salvation. Bethink your ſelves, ap- 
prehend your Danger, and awake to 
prevent 
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= Repentance, now, white] 1 is 

called to day, before the Maſter of the 

Houſe be gone, and the Door. ſbut: For 

— many ſhall ſeeł to enter, and ſball not 

be able. . Bat ſo we read, Luk 13. 24s 

25, Verſes connected, withour full 

ſtop between them, as in our Tran- 
ſlation. 

If you are not yet ſcaled up, and 
given over, (as the Motions of the 

irit yet ſtriving with you, and ſome 
. dneſs about your own Caſe, 
is a good Argument that you are not.) 
O awake, and call upon God ! Re- 
membering whence you are fallen, 
and repent preſently : For if you re- 
ſiſt, and refuſe this Call of God, you 
may never have Another, or never 
have Grace to hearken to another, and 
then the Iſſue will be the ſame. 

I would hope, that none of thoſe to 
whom I now ſpeak are fo Loſt but they 
may be Recovered ( And I cannot 
think that any who reads this, is in fo 
hopeleſs a Caſe, bur he may find Mer- 
cy, if yet he will ſeek it.) He bas not 
ſinned the ſin unto TIF who is afraid 70 
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iy given over and forſaken of God, or 
- fare that you ſhall” finally be ſo, that 
this Spirit will no more returnzhough 
in ſome Degree you are forſaken 5 


If you are brought to conſider your 


Danger, and to reſolve to uſe 8 
to prevent the fatal Iſſue: You are not 
finally left of God, whatever dan- 
gerous Approaches you have made to 
ſuch 'a judgment. In the Conſidera- 


tion therefore of your Danger, awake 


» uſe Gods appointed Means, And 
ere; * 

1. I might adviſe, that you Watch 
carefully leſt you enter into Tempta- 
tion. 2. That you take heed of ſlight 
Thoughts of ſin. 3. That you labour 
to have right Apptehenſions concern- 
ing the Attributes of God, and the te- 
nor of the New Covenant by Chriſt 
Jeſus. 4. That you attend the Miniſtry 
of the Word, with a Deſire and De- 
ſign of ſome ſpiritual Advantage, ſuita- 
ble ro your own Caſe. Take breed of 
being light and careleſs in the uſe of 
thoſe. Means, that muſt cure a hard 
Hcart, if ever it be cured. 5. In the 
uſe of all Means, look up to God for 
the Influence ot the divine Spirit! Ap- 
prehend 
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9. In any Doubt an 


you. 7. Ingage mot 
, and conſtantly in t of ſe- 


ouſly | 
cret Prayer. S. Improve the fickneſs 


and Death of others, as 'Warnings to 
awaken the 1 of your own. 
icuky of C 
ſcience, (eſpecially under Temptations 
to air,) do not ſcruple to open 


your Caſe to ſome faithſul Miniſter 


of Chriſt, that may enlighten and 
and 2 you. 10. Labour to under- 
ſtand diſtinctly what that Repentance 
towards God is, and that Faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which are the ſtated Terms 
of Life, and the Condition of the 
new Covenant. And never give over 
the uſe of Means, till you are brought 
to Repent of all your ſins againſt God, 
and truly to believe in Jeſus Chriſt 
with all your Heart; evidencing your 
unfeigned Faich by new ience. 
Therefore take heed by what Marks 
and Signs vou Judge your ſelves, leſt 
all your Soul Trouble ſhould end in a 
falſe Peace. | f 

] connot conclude without repeat - 


ing 


ing the idr Ui 
Miai 1755 to deſtroy. For there are 
Multixdes of People who pretend to 
love God, and to lova good Men, and 
to truſt in Chriſt that he dyed for 
them, and to rely en Chriſt, and to 
caſt themſclycs on Chriſt, and think 
10 believe on him, and that they 
be ſaved. Who will tell you that 
as for Obedience, they mind it as they 
can, though they be not as good as 
others; their Hearts are good, and 
they mean well, and they know their 
own Heattz better than Miniſters do: 
they are ſure they believe in Chrit 3 
and the . conclude Flay all —— 
&c> 'tis notorious of Many ſuc 
that they are Ignorant of Gad, — 
ſtrangers to Chriſt, and live in the 
common allowed practice of great ſins. 
Vet they will thus Hue well of them- 
ſelves, and ſpeak Peace to themſelves. 
NO Wonder if they do ſo nom, 
when even at the Day of judgment 
ſome are brought in diſputing with 
Chriſt, till the Heart of their Hopes 
be broken by his condemning Sen- 
rence. Not as if thoſe that now dye 
in Impenitence and Uabelief, ſhould 
not 
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iſh for ever, till after the general Jui 
ment. But matters ſeem there to 
repreſenred, as applied to the Perſons 
of thoſe who ſhall be found alive at the 
End of this World, or whoſe Eternal 
State in the next World is concluded 

by what their Eaſe is when they leave 
this ſtate of ſalvation. 


SEE Therefore that your Hopes be 
of a right Kind, grounded on Scrip- 
ture Evidence, pur ify ing the Heart, 
conquer ing the World,” exciting thx 
Deſires after Chriſt and Heaven, mak- 
ing thee to fin leſs, and to pleaſe and 
glorifie God more. Such an Hope 
you may hold faſt, it will not make 
you aſhamed, Bur of all things fear 
a falſe Hope, Dread it as you wouldthe 
{in of Deſpair; yea as the moſt danger-' 
ous of the two, becauſe more common. 

I mean not « Deſpair of the ſufficiency 43 
and Willingneſs of Chriſt to pardon « 3 
and ſave thee, if thou repent, and be- 
lieve, and obey. him; Nor à Deſſa 
of finding Mercy, if thou heartily ſeek 
it. But deſpair thou mult of ever ſee- 
ing God withour Holineſs. Deſpair 
that Chr iſt will ever be the Author 8 
| cterna 
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firſt ' place : Deſpair of eſcaping the 
Doom e r the Ungodly, 
except you foundly Repent, except 
you turn to God, and Holineſs, from 
fin and the World; except you peni- 
rently and thankfully accept of Chriſt, 
obey and follow him as you Lord and 
Saviour. Deſpair therefore of ever be- 
ing ſaved in the ſtare thou art in, with 
whom it is not thus. 

GOD will ere long deal plain- 
333 thee, and let thee know the 

ruth. Aud what will it avail thy 
periſhing Soul, for Miniſters to de- 
ceive, and flatter thee with vain Hopes; 
when, without Repentance and turn- 
ing to God in Chriſt, there is none? 
Nay if any thing keep thee out of Hea- 
ven, (1 ſpeak of the Caſe of moſt or- 
dinary Hearers, and Profeffors,) If any 
thing keep thee our of Heaven, it is a 
falſe and groundleſs Hope of coming thi- 
ther. | | 
CHRISTIANS, We muſt 
thus ſpeak plain. Would you have 
ws 
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to long, as well as you: We mutt — 
e before his judgment ſeat as W 

e you. Why ſhould we give you Hopes, 

„ if God do give you none? I therefore 

t ſay it again, that, without ſpeedy and 

1 ſincere Repentance towards God, and 


| Faith ia Jeſus Chriſt, evidenced by cor- 
dial faichful Obedience to him, there 
| is no Hope, for any one of you. And 
they that hear often of theſe things, 
and will yet go on in ſin; it 1s Jul 
with God to leave them, and give 
them up to their own Hearts Luſts. 
Therefore caſt away Fe Tranf. 
greſſions, return to the Lord with all 
your Hearts, and yield ou ſelves to 
the Claim, and Call of Chriſt Sit hour 
ö Delay, while Mercy invites you, and 
Grace may be had, for why will you Dye, 
O Houſe of Iſrael? 
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Tu. Mourners Companion, or Funeral 
1 + Diſcourſes from ſeveral Texts, 8 
price bound 13. 6 d. ö 

Death a Deliverance, in a Funeral Diſ- 
courſe from 2 Cor. 5. 4. fit to bind 
with the Mourners Companion. 

Facramental Diſcourſes on ſeveral Texts 
before arid after the Lords Supper, to- 
* with a Paraphraſe on the Lords 


FE . 

"Pridficat Reflections on the late Earth- 
75 in Jamaica Sicily, Malta, &c: 
Wich a Particular Hiſtorical Account 
of thoſe, and Divers other Earthquakes, 
8˙ pricebound Is. 6d. 

Serious Reflections on Time and Eterni- 
ty, witch ſome other Subjects Moral and 

vine, to which is Annexed an Ap- 
pendix concerning the firſt Day of the 
year, how obſerved by the Zews, and 
may beſt be employed by a ſerious 
Chriſtian. 
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